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Background information

1. Does the proposed motion:

Correspond with the purpose of motions as defined in Rule 48bis: 

Yes

Propose an amendment to either the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024: 

No

Address issues pertaining to the governance of IUCN?: 

No

2. Specify which IUCN constituents (Members or components of IUCN) or third parties
(Rule 54 (b) viii.) referred to in the operative paragraph(s) of this motion have:

Been consulted during the development of this motion: 

Conservation International ( United States of America )

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/
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Environmental Defense Fund ( United States of America )

IUCN Commission on Ecosystems Management (CEM)

Collaborated in the development of the motion: 

Association Marocaine pour la Protection de l`Environnement et le Climat ( Morocco )

Centre de Suivi Ecologique ( Senegal )

Conservation International ( United States of America )

ENDA - Tiers Monde ( Senegal )

Environmental Defense Fund ( United States of America )

IUCN Commission on Ecosystems Management (CEM)

Te Ipukarea Society ( Cook Islands )

Provide any additional information about consultations carried out/ collaboration with IUCN constituents in the

development of this motion, in particular if consultations had the purpose of identifying solutions that might

address the underlying issues. (Rule 54 (b) x.) : 

We carried out consultation with the Food and Agriculture Organization, the Fisheries Expert Group of IUCN

Commission of Ecosystem Management and the Global Marine and Polar Program.

3. Before submitting this motion, have you searched the IUCN Resolutions and
Recommendations Platform to ensure that this motion does not repeat previously
adopted Resolutions or Recommendations?: 
Yes

Please specify, what is new, over and above previously adopted Resolutions and Recommendations and state

which Resolutions / Recommendations: 

The motion brings together and integrates the vision of managers across shallow marine and freshwater systems,

and their intermediates (that are themselves interconnected) - that were previously focused in silos on these

individual terrestrial and marine systems. It also helps to connect aquatic biodiversity conservation to user groups

in areas under greatest human pressures. The motion will also align well with the new Post 2020 Biodiversity

Framework.

4. Please indicate whether the proposed motion has been discussed in one of the
Regional Conservation Fora held in 2019 or - where applicable - in a meeting of the
National Committee(s) of the country(ies) concerned? (Regulation 66ter): 
No

5. Does the motion focus on local, national or regional issues?: 
No

6. Does the proposed motion concern issues arising in a State or States outside the
proponent's State/Region?: 
No
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Preamble

The preamble explains in a succinct way the rationale for the motion and substantiates the action(s) called for in

the operative part. : 

RECALLING that the global population is forecasted to reach 9 billion by 2050 and that currently about 40% of the

global population lives within 100km of the coast; 

RECOGNISING that biodiversity in aquatic ecosystems is richest in shallow waters, and human pressures, including

fishing, eutrophication and climate change are most severely impacting coastal, estuarine and freshwater systems,

where populations are mostly densely situated; 

CONCERNED that synergistic human pressures in addition to fishing (global warming, soluble and solid pollution

from terrestrial sources) are occurring at both local and broad scales; 

CONCERNED for both the negative impact on the ecological status and loss of social and economic services that the

degradation of biodiversity within these shallow water systems is having; 

NOTING that fisheries impacts are unequal across the globe, with many resources that were once over-fished

having been or are in the process of rebuilding, while in other areas over-fishing continues; 

ACCEPTING that transformative change for biodiversity requires the engagement and active participation of a wider

constituency of groups, especially those that engage directly in the use of biodiversity; 

MINDFUL that management of the di�erent sectors impacting shallow waters are most o�en done independently —

with limited coordination between government agencies and commercial sectors;  

WELCOMING the Initiative of the Convention of Biological Diversity on mainstreaming of biodiversity and the UN

Sustainable Development Goal 14 and 11 that are stimulating political actors to promote actions on the challenges

these shallow water ecosystems are facing; 

Operative paragraphs

The operative section of the motion specifies the position of Members and contains the action(s) that they are

agreeing to take.: 

CALLS UPON States to support targets and strategies for shallow water aquatic conservation at the 15th Conference

of Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity and promote uptake of such a focus in the post-2020 Global

Biodiversity Framework and beyond; 

CALLS UPON the Congress to: 

1. Prioritize biodiversity conservation actions on shallow water aquatic (freshwater and marine) systems  — rich in

biodiversity and experiencing high levels of synergistic human pressures  — where governance is struggling to

address current and increasing threats; 
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2. Improve coordination of management approaches within and across freshwater, wetland and ocean sectors to

ensure coordinated contributions to both biodiversity conservation and sustainable use — social and economic

needs; 

3. Establish biodiversity conservation plans for freshwater, estuarine and coastal systems with multiple

communities of practice partners by 2030; 

CALLS IUCN to establish a cooperative mechanism between its marine and inland programs to develop a common

approach to address aquatic biodiversity conservation, noting a thematic approach is needed to alleviate pressures

on these connected systems; 

SUPPORT collaboration among IUCN members, commissions, committees, the Secretariat, UN bodies with

responsibility for biodiversity conservation and/or for sustainable ocean use sectors (notably fisheries). 

Proponents and co-sponsors

You are submitting this motion on behalf of:: 

European Bureau for Conservation and Development [Belgium]

Co-sponsors: 

Association Marocaine pour la Protection de l`Environnement et le Climat [Morocco]

Centre de Suivi Ecologique [Senegal]

Conservation International [United States of America]

ENDA - Tiers Monde [Senegal]

Environmental Defense Fund [United States of America]

Fundació Catalunya-La Pedrera [Spain]

Sociedad Geológica de España [Spain]

Te Ipukarea Society [Cook Islands]

Explanatory memorandum

Explanatory memorandum (optional): 

There is a need for integration and connectivity in the management of shallow marine and freshwater systems.

Although extensive works have been carried out on these systems both globally and within IUCN, albeit in isolation.

Information required for the implementation of the motion
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1. Provide:

a) An overview of the activities and estimated resources needed to implement the motion (these can be human

or other resources, but expressed in USD). Also include an estimation of the resources pledged (in USD),

including by the proponent, co-sponsors, or third parties.: 

Activity

Estimated financial resources

required (USD)

Estimated financial resources

pledged (USD)

Field activities 0 0

Scientific activities 150000 75000

Education/ communication/

raising awareness
50000 25000

Fundraising 50000 25000

Policy influencing 150000 75000

Convening stakeholders/

networking
100000 50000

Capacity building 20000 5000

Other

Total 520000 255000

Rate here to which degree the resources required for the implementation of the motion have been estimated

and committed. During the online discussion of motions, proponents of motions will be able to update this

information and rating, while IUCN Members will be able to pledge or commit their contribution to the

implementation of a motion.: 

D: Motion can be implemented within the regular budget and resources available to the Member or component of

IUCN (Secretariat, Commission, etc.) which is called upon to implement the motion.

Comments on the estimated resources required and rating above, including the main actions and timeline, as

well as the strategy for mobilising additional resources in the case that they are not pledged.: 

The actions proposed are entirely in line with the program and work of the proponent (European Bureau for

Conservation and Development). As Secretariat of the European Parliament Intergroup on Sustainable

Development the proponent is organizing debates/ conferences and workshops in relation to the theme of the

motion with the view of awareness raising and communication. As Secretariat of the Fisheries Expert Group of IUCN

Commission of Ecosystem Management, the proponent is engaged to carry out scientific debates /analysis and

convening stakeholders towards policy influence. EBCD is planning to organize two scientific workshops on the

post-2020 biodiversity targets related to sustainable fisheries with the Fisheries Expert Group of IUCN CEM in

collaboration with FAO and CBD. Furthermore, EBCD is planning to organize two awareness-raising activities on the

theme of the motion and to convene two stakeholders/networking workshops towards the implementation of the

motion. 
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Name: Despina

Surname: Symons Pirovolidou

Institution: European Bureau for Conservation and Development

Moreover, we pledge to carry out further fundraising and we are in discussions with the other co-sponsors to

mobilize additional resources for the actions needed for the implementation of the motion. The estimated

resources are planned to cover a two-year period.

b) Description of the contributions which proponent and co-sponsors intend to make
towards the implementation of the motion: (Rule 54 (b) viii.)

2. Provide here the name of a focal point who would be in charge of reporting annually
on the follow-up and implementation of the motion if adopted:

3. If the operative paragraph(s) of this motion is/are directly related to the mandate and work of one or more

IUCN Commission(s), has the Steering Committee of the relevant Commission(s) committed to oversee

implementation and assist in the gathering of data on the implementation of the Resolutions involved?: 

No

4. As required by WCC-2016-Res-001, please indicate when the motion automatically ceases to be e�ective and

will be moved to the Resolutions and Recommendations Archive. This can be either when a stated period has

elapsed or when an objective has been achieved.: 

The motion will cease to be e�ective a�er a period of 4 years and before the next Conservation Congress.

Proponent

IUCN Member: 

European Bureau for Conservation and Development [Belgium]

Proposed actions: 

Convene stakeholders/networking

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Fundraising

Policy influencing/advocacy

Scientific/technical activities

Description: 

EBCD is in communication with the other co-sponsors with regard to the proposed actions and sharing the

costs.
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Scope

Please specify to which area of the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024 this motion is related: 

Healthy Oceans

Indicate the geographic scope of the implementation of this motion: 

Global

Keywords

Region: 

- Global

Nature and biodiversity: 

- Marine & Coastal

- Wetlands

- Fishes

Sustainable Development Goals: 

- Goal 2 - zero hunger

- Goal 13 - climate action

- Goal 14 - life below water

Threats and Drivers: 

- Agriculture

- Climate change & severe weather

- Fisheries & harvesting aquatic resources

Type of response / intervention: 

- Ecosystems management

- Natural resources management (land, water etc.)

- Poverty alleviation

Congress themes: 

- Managing landscapes for nature and people (/programme/congress-themes/landscapes)

- Restoring ocean health (/programme/congress-themes/oceans)

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/landscapes
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/oceans
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 (https://twitter.com/IUCN)   (https://www.facebook.com/iucn.org/)
 (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv8WrhXI7D8q53qZxzS8ihQ )

Programme (/programme)

The Event (/event)

France (/france-marseille)

Newsroom (/newsroom)

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/register
https://twitter.com/IUCN
https://www.facebook.com/iucn.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv8WrhXI7D8q53qZxzS8ihQ
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/event
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/france-marseille
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/newsroom
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