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Background information

1. Does the proposed motion:

Correspond with the purpose of motions as defined in Rule 48bis: 

Yes

Propose an amendment to either the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024: 

No

Address issues pertaining to the governance of IUCN?: 

No

2. Specify which IUCN constituents (Members or components of IUCN) or third parties
(Rule 54 (b) viii.) referred to in the operative paragraph(s) of this motion have:

Been consulted during the development of this motion: 

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/
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Antarctic and Southern Ocean Coalition ( United States of America )

Environment and Conservation Organisations of New Zealand ( New Zealand )

The Pew Charitable Trusts ( United States of America )

WWF-Australia ( Australia )

Collaborated in the development of the motion: 

Antarctic and Southern Ocean Coalition ( United States of America )

The Pew Charitable Trusts ( United States of America )

Provide any additional information about consultations carried out/ collaboration with IUCN constituents in the

development of this motion, in particular if consultations had the purpose of identifying solutions that might

address the underlying issues. (Rule 54 (b) x.) : 

The IUCN NGO members above were consulted as part of this motion in order to ensure that the motion language

was inclusive, and that nothing mentioned in the motion is likely to be fully addressed before the IUCN WCC takes

place. As the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources meets every October, and there

are currently three marine protected area proposals being considered which require consensus at CCAMLR for

designation, this motion is part of the solution that addresses the underlying issues.

3. Before submitting this motion, have you searched the IUCN Resolutions and
Recommendations Platform to ensure that this motion does not repeat previously
adopted Resolutions or Recommendations?: 
Yes

Please specify, what is new, over and above previously adopted Resolutions and Recommendations and state

which Resolutions / Recommendations: 

Past motions submitted by the Antarctic and Southern Ocean Coalition focused solely on marine protected areas.

This motion highlights the broader work that the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living

Resources (CCAMLR) undertakes, including the opportunity for CCAMLR to take into account climate change in its

management and conservation decisions. It explicitly recognizes CCAMLR as a multi-lateral forum, made up of IUCN

member nations, who can use the CCAMLR framework to meet their climate and biodiversity commitments made

through the IUCN, as well as other, fora.

4. Please indicate whether the proposed motion has been discussed in one of the
Regional Conservation Fora held in 2019 or - where applicable - in a meeting of the
National Committee(s) of the country(ies) concerned? (Regulation 66ter): 
No

5. Does the motion focus on local, national or regional issues?: 
Yes

Please provide evidence that (1) the matter covered by the motion has been engaged at local, national and/or

regional instances and that the desired result has not been achieved, and (2) that the Members and relevant
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Commission members as well as other stakeholders in the geographic area in question have been consulted.

(Rule 54 (a) v.): 

The Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR) is a multi-lateral body, and its

decisions a�ect stakeholders including the member nations themselves, the private sector, scientists, and NGOs. In

terms of incorporating climate change considerations and marine protected areas (MPAs) into Southern Ocean

management, although CCAMLR committed to creating a representative network of marine protected areas in 2009,

a decade later this commitment has not been realized, despite nine CCAMLR member nations submitting proposals

for MPAs, and NGOs committing significant resources to advocacy and support for this MPA network. In terms of

climate change commitments, CCAMLR has fielded calls from some member nations to explicitly include climate

considerations into management protocols. However as CCAMLR operates on consensus, a few of the member

nations have objected to this action. Like MPAs, other stakeholders, including private fishing industries, NGOs, and

member nations, have taken part in the climate change and CCAMLR dialogue.

6. Does the proposed motion concern issues arising in a State or States outside the
proponent's State/Region?: 
No

Preamble

The preamble explains in a succinct way the rationale for the motion and substantiates the action(s) called for in

the operative part. : 

RECOGNIZING that current emission projections outpace the 1.5°C warming limit identified by the Paris Agreement

(UNFCCC COP21, December 2015); 

 

RECOGNIZING that human actions have led to accelerating rates of biodiversity loss, and that climate change

increases the risk of global extinctions; 

 

STRESSING that the ocean provides atmospheric regulation services which bu�er the impacts of climate change,

including absorbing 38 percent of total anthropogenic emissions over the last 200 years, and that to date more than

40 percent of the global ocean inventory of anthropogenic CO2 has entered the ocean south of 40°S despite the

Southern Ocean accounting for 18 percent of global ocean surface area; 

 

NOTING that scientific research shows that marine protected areas (MPAs) act as climate refugia and help to build

ecosystem resilience, and that MPAS can also be used as a tool to help society better understand the impacts of

climate change and inform future management systems; 

 

CONSIDERING that the Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Living Marine Resources (CCAMLR)., a multi-
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lateral institution that can address both biodiversity conservation and climate change impacts in areas beyond

national jurisdiction south of latitude 60°S, is currently considering three MPA proposals as part of their

commitment to create a network of MPAs in the Southern Ocean; 

 

CONSIDERING that the timing of this IUCN World Conservation Congress provides the opportunity to maintain

momentum of the climate commitments made at the 25th United Nations Framework Convention on Climate

Change Conference of Parties in December 2019, and build towards the proposed biodiversity conservation

commitments of the 15th Convention on Biological Diversity Conference of Parties in October 2020; 

Operative paragraphs

The operative section of the motion specifies the position of Members and contains the action(s) that they are

agreeing to take.: 

1. CALLS ON the Director General and all components of IUCN to promote and support the actions described in

paragraphs 2-8 below; 

 

2. REAFFIRMS that robust and best available scientific data supports the need for immediate, multi-lateral e�orts

that jointly address the climate change and biodiversity crises; 

 

3. REAFFIRMS international climate change commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, including the Paris

Agreement and UN Sustainable Development Goals 13, 14, and 15; 

 

4. REAFFIRMS IUCN’s commitment to protecting the marine environment and its biodiversity, including highly

protecting and conserving at least 30 percent of the ocean globally by 2030 (WCC-2016-Res-050-EN), integrating

protected area networks into climate adaptation strategies, and establishing MPAs in areas beyond national

jurisdiction; 

 

5. TAKES INTO ACCOUNT the findings of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Special Report on the

Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate; 

 

6. ENCOURAGES CCAMLR Members to integrate climate considerations into the management of human activities in

the Southern Ocean; 

 

7. ENCOURAGES CCAMLR Members to add proposed protections to the Southern Ocean as a way to honor their

international climate and conservation agreements;  
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8. CALLS on IUCN Members to actively support conservation measures in the Southern Ocean and encourage

CCAMLR Members to designate a network of MPAs around Antarctica without further or unnecessary delay. 

Proponents and co-sponsors

You are submitting this motion on behalf of:: 

Antarctic and Southern Ocean Coalition [United States of America]

Co-sponsors: 

Australian Marine Conservation Society [Australia]

Australian Rainforest Conservation Society [Australia]

Environment and Conservation Organisations of New Zealand [New Zealand]

International Fund for Animal Welfare [United States of America]

The Pew Charitable Trusts [United States of America]

WWF-Australia [Australia]

Explanatory memorandum

Explanatory memorandum (optional): 

References: 

 

Díaz, S., Settele, J., Brondízio, E., Ngo, H., Guèze, M., Agard, J., ... & Chan, K. (2019). Summary for policymakers of

the global assessment report on biodiversity and ecosystem services of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy

Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services. 

 

Jennings, S. (2009). The role of marine protected areas in environmental management. ICES Journal of Marine

Science, 66: 16–21.; Watson, J.E.M., Dudley, N., Segan, D.B., Hockings, M., (2014). The performance and potential of

protected areas. Nature. 515, 67-73. 

 

McLeod, E., Salm, R., Green, A., Almany, J., (2009). Designing marine protected area networks to address the

impacts of climate change. Front. Ecol. Environ. 7, 362-370. 

 

Metz, B., Davidson, O., de Coninck, H., Loos, M., Myer, L.(Eds). (2005). Carbon Dioxide Capture and Storage. New

York, NY: Cambridge University Press. 

 



9/13/2019 Contribution of Southern Ocean Protection to International Climate Change and Biodiversity Goals | IUCN World Conservation Congress 2020

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/motion-submission/contribution-southern-ocean-protection-international-climate-change-and 6/10

Sallee, J, B et al (2012). Localised subduction of anthropogenic carbon dioxide in the Southern Hemisphere oceans.

Nature Geoscience 

Information required for the implementation of the motion

1. Provide:

a) An overview of the activities and estimated resources needed to implement the motion (these can be human

or other resources, but expressed in USD). Also include an estimation of the resources pledged (in USD),

including by the proponent, co-sponsors, or third parties.: 

Activity

Estimated financial resources

required (USD)

Estimated financial resources

pledged (USD)

Field activities 0.00 0.00

Scientific activities 0.00 0.00

Education/ communication/

raising awareness
0.00 0.00

Fundraising 0.00 0.00

Policy influencing 0.00 0.00

Convening stakeholders/

networking
0.00 0.00

Capacity building 0.00 0.00

Other 0.00 0.00

Total 0.00 0.00

Rate here to which degree the resources required for the implementation of the motion have been estimated

and committed. During the online discussion of motions, proponents of motions will be able to update this

information and rating, while IUCN Members will be able to pledge or commit their contribution to the

implementation of a motion.: 

D: Motion can be implemented within the regular budget and resources available to the Member or component of

IUCN (Secretariat, Commission, etc.) which is called upon to implement the motion.

Comments on the estimated resources required and rating above, including the main actions and timeline, as

well as the strategy for mobilising additional resources in the case that they are not pledged.: 

The cosponsors, as well as other organizations, have been advocating the issues raised in the motion for several

years. Their current budgets encompass this advocacy, and they seek vocal support from other IUCN members for

the issues raised in the motion, needing no additional financial support.
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b) Description of the contributions which proponent and co-sponsors intend to make
towards the implementation of the motion: (Rule 54 (b) viii.)

Proponent

IUCN Member: 

Antarctic and Southern Ocean Coalition [United States of America]

Proposed actions: 

Convene stakeholders/networking

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Policy influencing/advocacy

Scientific/technical activities

Description: 

ASOC brings together a coalition of NGOs to advocate for science-based conservation in Antarctica and the

Southern Ocean, encouraging the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources to

abide by the precautionary approach in its decision-making, and take into account the latest research in its

management of the Antarctic region. This is done through direct advocacy, supporting research, convening

stakeholders at workshops and meetings, and communicating its goals to the broader NGO community.

Co-sponsors

Co-sponsor: 

The Pew Charitable Trusts [United States of America]

Proposed actions: 

Convening stakeholders/networking

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Policy influencing/advocacy

Scientific/technical activities

Description: 

The Pew Charitable Trusts is working towards ecosystem-based management and the designation of marine

protected areas in the Southern Ocean through supporting research grants, organizing workshops of

scientists, bringing together stakeholders from science and policy, and educating the general public on

conservation issues in the Southern Ocean.
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Name: Claire

Surname: Christian

Institution: Antarctic and Southern Ocean Coalition

2. Provide here the name of a focal point who would be in charge of reporting annually
on the follow-up and implementation of the motion if adopted:

3. If the operative paragraph(s) of this motion is/are directly related to the mandate and work of one or more

IUCN Commission(s), has the Steering Committee of the relevant Commission(s) committed to oversee

implementation and assist in the gathering of data on the implementation of the Resolutions involved?: 

Not applicable

4. As required by WCC-2016-Res-001, please indicate when the motion automatically ceases to be e�ective and

will be moved to the Resolutions and Recommendations Archive. This can be either when a stated period has

elapsed or when an objective has been achieved.: 

This motion will cease to be e�ective when the objective has been achieved, namely that a representative network

of marine protected areas is designated in the Southern Ocean, and when climate considerations are taken into

account by the Commission on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources in the management of

human activities in the Southern Ocean.

Scope

Please specify to which area of the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024 this motion is related: 

Healthy Oceans

Indicate the geographic scope of the implementation of this motion: 

Global

Keywords

Region: 

- Global

Nature and biodiversity: 

- Marine & Coastal

- Polar

Sustainable Development Goals: 
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Hosts

- Goal 13 - climate action

- Goal 14 - life below water

Threats and Drivers: 

- Climate change & severe weather

- Fisheries & harvesting aquatic resources

Type of response / intervention: 

- Climate change adaptation

- Ecosystems management

- Natural resources management (land, water etc.)

Congress themes: 

- Restoring ocean health (/programme/congress-themes/oceans)

- Accelerating climate change mitigation and adaptation (/programme/congress-themes/climate-change)

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/oceans
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/climate-change
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