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Background information

1. Does the proposed motion:

Correspond with the purpose of motions as defined in Rule 48bis: 

Yes

Propose an amendment to either the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024: 

Yes

Address issues pertaining to the governance of IUCN?: 

Yes

2. Specify which IUCN constituents (Members or components of IUCN) or third parties
(Rule 54 (b) viii.) referred to in the operative paragraph(s) of this motion have:

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/
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Been consulted during the development of this motion: 

Australian Conservation Foundation ( Australia )

Ecological Society of the Philippines ( Philippines )

Nature Conservation Council of New South Wales ( Australia )

The WILD Foundation ( United States of America )

Zoologische Gesellscha� Frankfurt von 1858 - Hilfe für die bedrohte Tierwelt ( Germany )

Collaborated in the development of the motion: 

Australian Marine Conservation Society ( Australia )

Australian Rainforest Conservation Society ( Australia )

Environment and Conservation Organisations of New Zealand ( New Zealand )

Wetlands International ( The Netherlands )

Provide any additional information about consultations carried out/ collaboration with IUCN constituents in the

development of this motion, in particular if consultations had the purpose of identifying solutions that might

address the underlying issues. (Rule 54 (b) x.) : 

We have consulted with IUCN constituents in the development of this motion.

3. Before submitting this motion, have you searched the IUCN Resolutions and
Recommendations Platform to ensure that this motion does not repeat previously
adopted Resolutions or Recommendations?: 
Yes

Please specify, what is new, over and above previously adopted Resolutions and Recommendations and state

which Resolutions / Recommendations: 

Integrating action on climate and biodiversity crisis.

4. Please indicate whether the proposed motion has been discussed in one of the
Regional Conservation Fora held in 2019 or - where applicable - in a meeting of the
National Committee(s) of the country(ies) concerned? (Regulation 66ter): 
No

5. Does the motion focus on local, national or regional issues?: 
No

6. Does the proposed motion concern issues arising in a State or States outside the
proponent's State/Region?: 
No

Preamble
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The preamble explains in a succinct way the rationale for the motion and substantiates the action(s) called for in

the operative part. : 

DEEPLY CONCERNED that the scale of the biodiversity crisis articulated by the IPBES in its 2019 Global Assessment

Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, represents an existential threat to life on Earth. 

 

DEEPLY CONCERNED also that unless global warming is limited to 1.5 degrees the impact on biodiversity,

ecosystem integrity and humanity will be profoundly adverse. 

NOTING that the IPCC Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5 degrees identified the need for “emissions to fall 45

per cent from 2010 levels - or 58 per cent from 2015 totals - by 2030 to limit warming to 1.5 degrees”. 

 

RECALLING WCC- 2012-RES-086-EN and WCC-2008-RES 4.076 

 

ALSO RECALLING that CBD Technical papers 41 and 43 noted the feedbacks and interconnections between

biodiversity, ecosystem integrity and climate change.  

 

NOTING that CBD COP 14/5 expressed deep concern: 

• “That failing to hold the increase in the global average temperature to well below 2°C above pre-industrial levels

would place many species and ecosystems with limited adaptive capacity as well as the people that depend on

their functions and services, especially indigenous peoples and local communities and rural women, under very

high risk”; and also 

• That “escalating destruction, degradation and fragmentation of ecosystems would reduce the capacity of

ecosystems to store carbon and lead to increases in greenhouse gas emissions, reduce the resilience and stability of

ecosystems, and make the climate change crisis ever more challenging”,

Operative paragraphs

The operative section of the motion specifies the position of Members and contains the action(s) that they are

agreeing to take.: 

REQUESTS as a matter of urgency, the Director General and all IUCN Commissions, intensify e�orts to pursue,

monitor and adaptively review integrated approaches to solving the biodiversity and climate crises; ensure climate

initiatives enhance biodiversity protection and ecosystem integrity; prioritise the protection and restoration of

carbon dense ecosystems e.g., forests, mangroves, coral reefs, wetlands and peat-lands to maintain or achieve a

high level of ecosystem integrity; focus restoration action on regeneration and rehabilitation of natural ecosystems

and bu�ering and reconnecting primary ecosystems; and support indigenous people and local communities to

conserve natural ecosystems, maintain their heritage and livelihoods;  
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FURTHER REQUESTS IUCN develop knowledge products on the linkages between the climate and biodiversity

crises; the functional role of biodiversity in ensuring ecosystem integrity and stability; the need to solve both crises

together; and solutions to both crises. 

 

ALSO REQUESTS IUCN its members and commissions to encourage state parties to prioritise NBS in NDC’s that

improve conservation management of all primary, carbon rich ecosystems and restore those that are degraded to

help limit warming to 1.5 degrees; encourage the post 2020 global biodiversity framework to improve conservation

management of all primary ecosystems; protect endemism hotspots and all refugia; and improve ecosystem

integrity in Protected Areas and World Heritage sites;

Proponents and co-sponsors

You are submitting this motion on behalf of:: 

Australian Rainforest Conservation Society [Australia]

Co-sponsors: 

Australian Conservation Foundation [Australia]

Australian Marine Conservation Society [Australia]

Ecological Society of the Philippines [Philippines]

Environment and Conservation Organisations of New Zealand [New Zealand]

Nature Conservation Council of New South Wales [Australia]

The WILD Foundation [United States of America]

Wetlands International [The Netherlands]

Zoologische Gesellscha� Frankfurt von 1858 - Hilfe für die bedrohte Tierwelt [Germany]

Explanatory memorandum

Explanatory memorandum (optional): 

With life on Earth facing two existential crises – climate and biodiversity – both of which result from human

pressure on the natural world, we have only a small window le� in which to act to solve them.  

 

Each crisis is currently making the other worse. Every time we clear or log a primary forest, drain a wetland, dry out

a peatland, bleach a coral reef or dam a wild river, we make climate change worse. Carbon once safely stored in

those ecosystems is released; and once damaged natural ecosystems are more vulnerable to further loss and

damage from drought, fire and climate change - increasing the release of carbon to the atmosphere and making the
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future for biodiversity on which our lives depend ever more tenuous. 

 

Biodiversity underpins ecosystem integrity and stability and thus makes a vital contribution to long-term carbon

storage by reducing the risk of carbon loss to the atmosphere. Protecting and restoring biodiversity and ecosystem

integrity is thus a fundamental building block for successful climate action.  

 

Preventing further damage and improving the integrity of all ecosystems is urgent. We can and must draw a line

under the downwards spiral we are on. Unless we act to solve both crises together we will likely fail on both. 

 

There is now a global conversation about the role of Nature Based Solutions (NBS) to the climate crisis lead by the

UN Secretary General. However, if nature is to provide about 30% of the climate solution we must ensure that

nature based climate action does 4 things: reduces emissions in relevant time frames (2030 and 2050); protects

biodiversity and ensures ecosystem integrity; supports the rights and livelihoods of indigenous communities; and

does no harm.  

 

Primary, natural ecosystems are irreplaceable for their biodiversity and carbon storage value. Improving their

integrity, stability and resilience is critically important. IUCN has a unique and important role to play in policy,

education, communication and practice.  

 

Peatlands store twice as much carbon as all forests on earth, contribute up to five percent of the global annual CO2

emissions and take decades to centuries to recover lost carbon; primary forests store 30-70% more carbon than

wood production forests; trees sequester more carbon later in life than when young; and old trees keep

sequestering carbon until they die.  

 

Monocultures do little for biodiversity or climate mitigation and are at much higher risk of loss and damage from

pests, disease, drought, fire and climate change. Planting trees only to cut them down 10 – 30 years later will do

little to help meet desperately needed emissions reduction by 2030 and 2050.  

 

Restoring degraded natural ecosystems o�ers superior climate and biodiversity outcomes. Research demonstrates

the huge sequestration potential from restoring mangroves and peatlands. New research demonstrates that

allowing secondary natural forests to reach their biological potential would provide far greater and timely benefits

than planting new trees.  

 

We must do everything we can to encourage governments to integrate climate and biodiversity action and ensure

indigenous and local communities are supported to help protect and restore them. Doing so is the best and only

way to protect the climate, biodiversity and ecosystem integrity right now.
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Information required for the implementation of the motion

1. Provide:

a) An overview of the activities and estimated resources needed to implement the motion (these can be human

or other resources, but expressed in USD). Also include an estimation of the resources pledged (in USD),

including by the proponent, co-sponsors, or third parties.: 

Activity

Estimated financial resources

required (USD)

Estimated financial resources

pledged (USD)

Field activities 0 0

Scientific activities 0 0

Education/ communication/

raising awareness
5000 0

Fundraising 0 0

Policy influencing 5000 0

Convening stakeholders/

networking
5000 0

Capacity building 0 0

Other 0 0

Total 15000 0.00

Rate here to which degree the resources required for the implementation of the motion have been estimated

and committed. During the online discussion of motions, proponents of motions will be able to update this

information and rating, while IUCN Members will be able to pledge or commit their contribution to the

implementation of a motion.: 

D: Motion can be implemented within the regular budget and resources available to the Member or component of

IUCN (Secretariat, Commission, etc.) which is called upon to implement the motion.

b) Description of the contributions which proponent and co-sponsors intend to make
towards the implementation of the motion: (Rule 54 (b) viii.)

Proponent

IUCN Member: 

Australian Rainforest Conservation Society [Australia]

Proposed actions: 
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Name: Virgina

Surname: Young

Institution: Australian Rainforest Conservation Society

2. Provide here the name of a focal point who would be in charge of reporting annually
on the follow-up and implementation of the motion if adopted:

3. If the operative paragraph(s) of this motion is/are directly related to the mandate and work of one or more

IUCN Commission(s), has the Steering Committee of the relevant Commission(s) committed to oversee

implementation and assist in the gathering of data on the implementation of the Resolutions involved?: 

No

4. As required by WCC-2016-Res-001, please indicate when the motion automatically ceases to be e�ective and

will be moved to the Resolutions and Recommendations Archive. This can be either when a stated period has

elapsed or when an objective has been achieved.: 

2025

Policy influencing/advocacy

Scientific/technical activities

Scope

Please specify to which area of the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024 this motion is related: 

Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation

Indicate the geographic scope of the implementation of this motion: 

Global

Keywords

Region: 

- Global

Nature and biodiversity: 

- Forests

- Marine & Coastal

- Wetlands
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Hosts

Sustainable Development Goals: 

- Goal 13 - climate action

- Goal 14 - life below water

- Goal 15 - life on land

Threats and Drivers: 

- Climate change & severe weather

- Energy production & mining

- Logging & wood harvesting

Type of response / intervention: 

- Climate change mitigation

- Ecosystems management

- Restoration (forest, land, habitats etc.)

Congress themes: 

- Managing landscapes for nature and people (/programme/congress-themes/landscapes)

- Accelerating climate change mitigation and adaptation (/programme/congress-themes/climate-change)

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/landscapes
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/climate-change
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 (https://www.facebook.com/iucn.org/)   (https://twitter.com/IUCN)  
 (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv8WrhXI7D8q53qZxzS8ihQ )

#IUCNcongress

REGISTER (/REGISTER)  #IUCNcongress

 (https://twitter.com/IUCN)   (https://www.facebook.com/iucn.org/)
 (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv8WrhXI7D8q53qZxzS8ihQ )

Programme (/programme)

The Event (/event)

France (/france-marseille)

Newsroom (/newsroom)

I am a ...  (/i-am)

Why attend?  (/why-attend)

About  (/about)

Register (/register)

Privacy policy (https://www.iucn.org/privacy_policy_en) 

Terms & conditions (https://www.iucncongress2020.org/node/39852)

© IUCN 2019. All rights reserved

https://www.facebook.com/iucn.org/
https://twitter.com/IUCN
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv8WrhXI7D8q53qZxzS8ihQ
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/register
https://twitter.com/IUCN
https://www.facebook.com/iucn.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv8WrhXI7D8q53qZxzS8ihQ
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/event
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/france-marseille
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/newsroom
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/i-am
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/why-attend
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/about
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/register
https://www.iucn.org/privacy_policy_en
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/node/39852

