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!Admin

!Background information

1. Does the proposed motion:

Correspond with the purpose of motions as defined in Rule 48bis: 

Yes

Propose an amendment to either the draft IUCN Programme 2021-2024: 

No

Address issues pertaining to the governance of IUCN?: 

No

2. Specify which IUCN constituents (Members or components of IUCN) or third parties
(Rule 54 (b) viii.) referred to in the operative paragraph(s) of this motion have:

Been consulted during the development of this motion: 

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/


China Mangrove Conservation Network (legal name: Putian Green Sprout Coastal Wetlands Research Center) ( China )

Coastal Oceans Research and Development - Indian Ocean (East Africa) ( Kenya )

IUCN Commission on Ecosystems Management (CEM)

IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC)

IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA)

Julie Ann Wrigley Global Institute of Sustainability ( United States of America )

PROVITA ( Venezuela )

SYLVIA EARLE ALLIANCE (DBA MISSION BLUE) ( United States of America )

Synchronicity Earth ( United Kingdom )

Wildlands Conservation Trust ( South Africa )

World Wide Fund for Nature - International ( Switzerland )

Collaborated in the development of the motion: 

China Mangrove Conservation Network (legal name: Putian Green Sprout Coastal Wetlands Research Center) ( China )

Coastal Oceans Research and Development - Indian Ocean (East Africa) ( Kenya )

IUCN Commission on Ecosystems Management (CEM)

IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC)

IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA)

Julie Ann Wrigley Global Institute of Sustainability ( United States of America )

PROVITA ( Venezuela )

SYLVIA EARLE ALLIANCE (DBA MISSION BLUE) ( United States of America )

Synchronicity Earth ( United Kingdom )

Wildlands Conservation Trust ( South Africa )

World Wide Fund for Nature - International ( Switzerland )

Provide any additional information about consultations carried out/ collaboration with IUCN constituents in the

development of this motion, in particular if consultations had the purpose of identifying solutions that might

address the underlying issues. (Rule 54 (b) x.) : 

This motion was drafted in close consultation with the SSC Marine Conservation Committee, the CEM Marine and

Coastal Ecosystems specialist group, various SSC marine specialist groups, and the WCPA Marine Theme leads. Drafts

were circulated to all IUCN members and IUCN elements listed above for comments and final approval.

3. Before submitting this motion, have you searched the IUCN Resolutions and
Recommendations Platform to ensure that this motion does not repeat previously
adopted Resolutions or Recommendations?: 
Yes

Please specify, what is new, over and above previously adopted Resolutions and Recommendations and state

which Resolutions / Recommendations: 

Eight prior motions have 'restoration' in the title, but area generally either focused on specific sites, mostly terrestrial,



and where general (e.g. WCC 2012 Res 044, focused on restoration for protected areas) are implicitly terrestrial in

intent, and insufficient for promoting marine ecosystems restoration and including areas outside of protected areas.

4. Please indicate whether the proposed motion has been discussed in one of the
Regional Conservation Fora held in 2019 or - where applicable - in a meeting of the
National Committee(s) of the country(ies) concerned? (Regulation 66ter): 
No

5. Does the motion focus on local, national or regional issues?: 
No

6. Does the proposed motion concern issues arising in a State or States outside the
proponent's State/Region?: 
No

!Preamble

The preamble explains in a succinct way the rationale for the motion and substantiates the action(s) called for in

the operative part. : 

REALIZING that healthy marine ecosystems provide vital services that include biodiversity support, food and other

resources, transport, and carbon regulation and sequestration. 

RECOGNIZING that the growing number and extent of anthropogenic activities in the marine environment are

degrading and destroying marine habitats, and that the decline of marine habitats and ecosystems has devastating

impacts on people and livelihoods. 

NOTING that marine ecosystems differ from terrestrial ecosystems in being strongly connected in three dimensions,

functioning on a larger spatial scale and longer time scale, and largely based on small (often mobile) primary

producers.

AWARE that conservation, restoration and remediation of the oceans is made more difficult by a dearth of mapping

and knowledge, and a vast area without clear governance.

NOTING that ecosystem and habitat restoration are still in their infancy in marine environments, with a dearth of

experience and expertise.

NOTING that restoration and remediation of degraded marine environments have generally been uncoordinated,

costly and often unsuccessful.

CONCERNED, that there are no globally-accepted mechanisms or frameworks to assess the impacts of anthropogenic

or restoration activities on sensitive marine habitats and ecosystems in a multidisciplinary and systematic manner.

ACKNOWLEDGING that Sustainable Development Goal 14.2 is to Protect and Restore Ecosystems in marine and

coastal areas. 

ACKNOWLEDGING that the forthcoming UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration (2020-2030) aims to accelerate existing



global restoration goals through political support, scientific research, and increased financing.

APPRECIATING that the IUCN is developing a new tool – the IUCN Red List of Ecosystems- to assess the status of

marine ecosystems and habitats.

!Operative paragraphs

The operative section of the motion specifies the position of Members and contains the action(s) that they are

agreeing to take.: 

REQUESTS the Director General and the entire IUCN to

1. Promote ecosystem conservation, restoration and remediation for all marine environments, including those

beyond the coastal zone and below the photic zone.

2. Provide extensive support for the IUCN Red List of Ecosystems.

ASKS the IUCN Commission on Ecosystem Management to

1. Solicit maps of all marine ecosystems and their status;

2. By June 2023, develop a framework for marine ecosystem restoration that (i) includes ecological, economic, social

and cultural considerations, (ii) uses best available scientific and technical practices, (iii) includes clear objectives and

metrics, and (iv) considers short- and long-term prospects. 

3. Catalyze creation of a global database on restoration projects, their progress and long-term success

ENTREATS all IUCN Members to:

1. Embark on any ecosystem remediation or restoration in a transparent, technically sound manner:

a. Consult meaningfully with stakeholders and experts (including holders of local/traditional knowledge)

b. Develop long-term objectives, avoiding quick fixes that harm biodiversity, ecosystem function or society. 

c. Be transparent and precautionary, and analyze risk effectively.

d. Include clear metrics and evaluation

2. Guard against allowing restoration to excuse destruction of natural ecosystems 

URGES IUCN State and Government Agency Members to:

1. Include underrepresented marine habitats in implementing Resolution 50 (≥30% in MPAs by 2030).

!Proponents and co-sponsors

You are submitting this motion on behalf of:: 



Coastal Oceans Research and Development - Indian Ocean (East Africa) [Kenya]

Co-sponsors: 

China Mangrove Conservation Network (legal name: Putian Green Sprout Coastal Wetlands Research Center) [China]

Julie Ann Wrigley Global Institute of Sustainability [United States of America]

PROVITA [Venezuela]

SYLVIA EARLE ALLIANCE (DBA MISSION BLUE) [United States of America]

South African National Parks [South Africa]

Synchronicity Earth [United Kingdom]

The Royal Marine Conservation Society of Jordan [Jordan]

Wildlands Conservation Trust [South Africa]

World Wide Fund for Nature - International [Switzerland]

!Information required for the implementation of the motion

1. Provide:

a) An overview of the activities and estimated resources needed to implement the motion (these can be human or

other resources, but expressed in USD). Also include an estimation of the resources pledged (in USD), including by

the proponent, co-sponsors, or third parties.: 

Activity

Estimated financial resources

required (USD)

Estimated financial resources

pledged (USD)

Field activities 0 0

Scientific activities 300000 150000

Education/ communication/ raising

awareness
80000 15000

Fundraising 10000 80000

Policy influencing 80000 25000

Convening stakeholders/

networking
50000 20000

Capacity building

Other

Total 610000 290000

Rate here to which degree the resources required for the implementation of the motion have been estimated and

committed. During the online discussion of motions, proponents of motions will be able to update this



information and rating, while IUCN Members will be able to pledge or commit their contribution to the

implementation of a motion.: 

B: Motion submitted with realistic pledge(s) or commitment(s) of funds or other resources to implement the motion

in part. Commitments should be recorded in section b) below.

Comments on the estimated resources required and rating above, including the main actions and timeline, as well

as the strategy for mobilising additional resources in the case that they are not pledged.: 

Over the next four years, IUCN elements and IUCN member co-sponsors will collaborate with IUCN CEM and the

forthcoming Red List of Ecosystems partnership to develop a fundraising strategy to assist the CEM and the Red List of

Ecosystems to produce global and regional marine ecosystem datasets, along with a framework for marine

ecosystem restoration. Through this collaboration, IUCN members and IUCN elements will promote these science-

based products, as well as will promote increased awareness of the need to include underrepresented marine

ecosystems and habitats in protected areas, and increased consultation, transparency, and evaluation in marine

ecosystem remediation and restoration activities.

b) Description of the contributions which proponent and co-sponsors intend to make
towards the implementation of the motion: (Rule 54 (b) viii.)

!Proponent

IUCN Member: 

Coastal Oceans Research and Development - Indian Ocean (East Africa) [Kenya]

Proposed actions: 

Fundraising

Policy influencing/advocacy

Scientific/technical activities

Description: 

The proponent will work with the listed IUCN elements and IUCN members to implement parts of this motion.

Specifically, our role will be to work with the IUCN CEM and the forthcoming Red List of Ecosystems

partnership to develop a fundraising strategy, and to produce global and regional marine ecosystem datasets,

along with guidance for the framework on marine ecosystem restoration.

!Co-sponsors

Co-sponsor: 



Julie Ann Wrigley Global Institute of Sustainability [United States of America]

Proposed actions: 

Fundraising

Scientific/technical activities

Description: 

ASU’s Wrigley Institute is also a forthcoming partner of the nacent IUCN Red List of Ecosystems Partnership.

ASU’s role will be to help develop a fundraising strategy to assist the CEM and the Red List of Ecosystems to

produce global and regional marine ecosystem datasets, as well as will produce science-based assessments of

the status of marine ecosystems, and guidance on restoration activity decision frameworks and evaluation

metrics.

Co-sponsor: 

PROVITA [Venezuela]

Proposed actions: 

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Policy influencing/advocacy

Description: 

PROVITA will promote this motion and its related products, though awareness raising and policy influencing,

especially within Latin America.

Co-sponsor: 

Wildlands Conservation Trust [South Africa]

Proposed actions: 

Capacity building

Convening stakeholders/networking

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Fundraising

Policy influencing/advocacy

Scientific/technical activities

Co-sponsor: 

South African National Parks [South Africa]

Proposed actions: 

Convening stakeholders/networking

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Field activities

Description: 



Name: Beth

Surname: Polidoro

Institution: Arizona State University

2. Provide here the name of a focal point who would be in charge of reporting annually
on the follow-up and implementation of the motion if adopted:

3. If the operative paragraph(s) of this motion is/are directly related to the mandate and work of one or more IUCN

Commission(s), has the Steering Committee of the relevant Commission(s) committed to oversee implementation

and assist in the gathering of data on the implementation of the Resolutions involved?: 

Yes

Specify which Commission(s): 

Commission on Ecosystem Management (CEM)

Species Survival Commission (SSC)

World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA)

4. As required by WCC-2016-Res-001, please indicate when the motion automatically ceases to be effective and

will be moved to the Resolutions and Recommendations Archive. This can be either when a stated period has

elapsed or when an objective has been achieved.: 

When all data products and frameworks have been produced, and longer-term objectives satisfactorily achieved

South Africa is developing an MPA expansion strategy; SANParks is playing an active role in ensuring this

includes under-represented habitats and will become the management authority for a subset of these.

!Scope

Please specify to which area of the draft IUCN Programme 2021-2024 this motion is related: 

Healthy Oceans

Indicate the geographic scope of the implementation of this motion: 

Local/Sub-national

!Keywords

Region: 



Hosts

- Global

Nature and biodiversity: 

- Marine & Coastal

Sustainable Development Goals: 

- Goal 3 - good health and well-being

- Goal 14 - life below water

- Goal 17 - partnerships for the goals

Threats and Drivers: 

- Fisheries & harvesting aquatic resources

- Human intrusions & disturbance

- Pollution

Type of response / intervention: 

- Ecosystems management

- Restoration (forest, land, habitats etc.)

Congress themes: 

- Restoring ocean health (/programme/congress-themes/oceans)

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/oceans
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