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Background information

1. Does the proposed motion:

Correspond with the purpose of motions as defined in Rule 48bis: 

Yes

Propose an amendment to either the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024: 

No

Address issues pertaining to the governance of IUCN?: 

No

2. Specify which IUCN constituents (Members or components of IUCN) or third parties
(Rule 54 (b) viii.) referred to in the operative paragraph(s) of this motion have:

Been consulted during the development of this motion: 

Comité national de l'UICN, France

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/
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Collaborated in the development of the motion: 

BirdLife International ( United Kingdom )

Ministère des A�aires étrangères et du Développement international ( France )

Te Mana o te Moana ( French Polynesia )

Provide any additional information about consultations carried out/ collaboration with IUCN constituents in the

development of this motion, in particular if consultations had the purpose of identifying solutions that might

address the underlying issues. (Rule 54 (b) x.) : 

The motion comes out of year-long discussions among experts of the French Committee for IUCN's Commissions

and expert groups, including experts from UNEP-GRID who recently launched a UN report on the subject matter.

3. Before submitting this motion, have you searched the IUCN Resolutions and
Recommendations Platform to ensure that this motion does not repeat previously
adopted Resolutions or Recommendations?: 
Yes

Please specify, what is new, over and above previously adopted Resolutions and Recommendations and state

which Resolutions / Recommendations: 

There hasn't been any Resolution or Recommendation on the subject matter so far.

4. Please indicate whether the proposed motion has been discussed in one of the
Regional Conservation Fora held in 2019 or - where applicable - in a meeting of the
National Committee(s) of the country(ies) concerned? (Regulation 66ter): 
Yes

Please specify in which: 

Congrès français de la Nature 2019 

Regional European Nature Congress 2019

5. Does the motion focus on local, national or regional issues?: 
No

6. Does the proposed motion concern issues arising in a State or States outside the
proponent's State/Region?: 
Yes

Please ensure that the motion is co-sponsored by at least one IUCN Member, eligible to vote, from the Region

with which the motion is concerned. (Rule 49bis): 

Bangladesh

Benin

Burkina Faso

Cameroon

Congo
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Côte d'Ivoire

Italy

Japan

Preamble

The preamble explains in a succinct way the rationale for the motion and substantiates the action(s) called for in

the operative part. : 

CONSIDERING that sand is an essential element of coastal and marine ecosystems (turtle spawning grounds,

habitat for benthic species, and mitigation against extreme marine weather hazards) and shelters microorganisms

and cyanobacteria that are the basis of marine food webs; 

 

RECALLING that sand is the second-most used resource in the world due to its many uses, including non-residential

real estate, roads, glass, agriculture, cosmetics, etc.  

 

NOTING that the excessive extraction of sand prevents the reconstitution of stocks in rivers and streams, which are

o�en already modified by humans; and that sand mining exacerbates shoreline erosion phenomena, which

increases vulnerability to natural disasters and can a�ect the integrity of lagoon substrates particularly around

coral islets; 

 

NOTING that 75% of the world's beaches have already been depleted as a result of marine sand overexploitation,

that beach modifications through sand depletion also alter coastal habitats, and that this trend will increase due to

the diversification of extraction areas;  

 

ALARMED that the easy extraction, combined with the profitability in exploiting this scarce resource, fuels the rise

of illegal extraction by organized groups, particularly in India, Morocco, Spain, Cambodia, and the Caribbean, thus

posing threats to people and damaging beaches;  

 

EMPHASIZING that increasing demand and uncontrolled extraction are the basis for a foreseen global shortage of

sand resources; 

 

UNDERLINING that the adverse consequences of sand extraction principally a�ect the poorest regions in the world,

e.g. Indonesia, where several islands have already disappeared due to sand mining; 

 

WELCOMING positive initiatives such as the recycling of building materials or aggregates for road construction in

countries such as Great Britain and France;
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Operative paragraphs

The operative section of the motion specifies the position of Members and contains the action(s) that they are

agreeing to take.: 

REQUESTS that States and other relevant authorities to control constructions of artificial structures on sandy

beaches, and to support industries that reuse waste products from decommissioning, and/or develop sand

substitutes; 

 

URGES the private sector and other stakeholders to voluntarily start using alternate solutions to sand use; 

 

INVITES public research to contribute to the identification of sand alternatives to facilitate their widespread uptake; 

 

CALLS ON communities, civil society organisations and government agencies to report and take drastic measures

to stop all illegal sand mining activities, and to systematically request impact assessments (for legal sand mining

projects) which address not only biodiversity impacts but also erosion impacts; 

 

RECOMMENDS the implementation of strategic plans for the management of terrestrial and marine sand at a

regional, island or geomorphological unit level, based on the study of sediment flows upstream to downstream,

and taking the e�ects of climate change (sea level rise, intensification of cyclones, etc.) into account - so as to

ensure a sustainable use of sand; 

 

CALLS for the establishment of e�ective intergovernmental governance to regulate sand extraction activities,

through the consolidation of international and regional instruments, using the model of Regional Seas Conventions

protocols.

Proponents and co-sponsors

You are submitting this motion on behalf of:: 

Te Mana o te Moana [French Polynesia]

Co-sponsors: 

Association Française Interprofessionelle des Ecologues [France]

Association Française des Parcs Zoologiques [France]

Association Les Eco Maires [France]

Association intervillageoise de Gestion des Ressources Naturelles et de la Faune de la Comoé-Léraba [Burkina Faso]

Associazione Italiana per il World Wildlife Fund (WWF-Italy) [Italy]
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Awely, des animaux et des hommes [France]

Benin Environment and Education Society [Benin]

Cameroon Environmental Watch [Cameroon]

Center for Environmental Legal Studies [United States of America]

Centre Régional de Recherche et d`Education pour un Développement Intégré [Benin]

Coastal Area Resource Development and Management Association [Bangladesh]

Conservation des Espèces Marines [Côte d'Ivoire]

Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche [Italy]

Environment and Rural Development Foundation [Cameroon]

Fondation pour la Nature et l'Homme [France]

France Nature Environnement [France]

Fédération des conservatoires d'espaces naturels [France]

Humanité et Biodiversité [France]

Istituto Pangea -Onlus- Istituto Europeo per l`Educazione e la Formazione Professionale per l`Ambiente [Italy]

Muséum National d'Histoire Naturelle [France]

Nature Conservation Society of Japan [Japan]

Nature Tropicale [Benin]

Reserves Naturelles de France [France]

Réseau des Acteurs de la Sauvergarde des Tortues Marines en Afrique centrale [Congo]

SYLVIA EARLE ALLIANCE (DBA MISSION BLUE) [United States of America]

Explanatory memorandum

Explanatory memorandum (optional): 

Environmental and social impacts of sand extraction and consumption is a new issue for the international

community. This motion stems from on-ground observations from French Overseas Territories experts that

unsustainable sand extraction was becoming a serious environmental and social issue, directly impacting their

lives. A�er extensive research on the exact scope and nature of this issue, experts came up with a dra� motion

which was submitted to all French members for approval. As the motion was being finalized and approved, the

United Nations fittingly released a report titled "Sand and Sustainability: Finding new solutions for environmental

governance of global sand resources" (May 2019) , which summarized the problem analysis, case studies and main

messages presented during an expert roundtable event held in October 2018 in Geneva, Switzerland. Conclusions

of this report were similar to that of the motion, particularly as regards to which actions could be brought forward

as possible solutions to ensure sand resources are consumed and produced responsibly in the future.
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Information required for the implementation of the motion

1. Provide:

a) An overview of the activities and estimated resources needed to implement the motion (these can be human

or other resources, but expressed in USD). Also include an estimation of the resources pledged (in USD),

including by the proponent, co-sponsors, or third parties.: 

Activity

Estimated financial resources

required (USD)

Estimated financial resources

pledged (USD)

Field activities

Scientific activities 2000000

Education/ communication/

raising awareness

Fundraising

Policy influencing 300000

Convening stakeholders/

networking
20000 20000

Capacity building

Other

Total 2302000 20000

Rate here to which degree the resources required for the implementation of the motion have been estimated

and committed. During the online discussion of motions, proponents of motions will be able to update this

information and rating, while IUCN Members will be able to pledge or commit their contribution to the

implementation of a motion.: 

B: Motion submitted with realistic pledge(s) or commitment(s) of funds or other resources to implement the motion

in part. Commitments should be recorded in section b) below.

Comments on the estimated resources required and rating above, including the main actions and timeline, as

well as the strategy for mobilising additional resources in the case that they are not pledged.: 

The French Committee of IUCN is pledging USD5,000 per year over the next 4 years to implement the

Recommendation. Complementary financial resources are to be found through national and private pledges.

b) Description of the contributions which proponent and co-sponsors intend to make
towards the implementation of the motion: (Rule 54 (b) viii.)

Proponent
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Name: Anne

Surname: CAILLAUD

Institution: French Committee of IUCN

2. Provide here the name of a focal point who would be in charge of reporting annually
on the follow-up and implementation of the motion if adopted:

3. If the operative paragraph(s) of this motion is/are directly related to the mandate and work of one or more

IUCN Commission(s), has the Steering Committee of the relevant Commission(s) committed to oversee

implementation and assist in the gathering of data on the implementation of the Resolutions involved?: 

Not applicable

4. As required by WCC-2016-Res-001, please indicate when the motion automatically ceases to be e�ective and

will be moved to the Resolutions and Recommendations Archive. This can be either when a stated period has

elapsed or when an objective has been achieved.: 

Taking stock at the next IUCN-WCC 2024

IUCN Member: 

Te Mana o te Moana [French Polynesia]

Proposed actions: 

Convene stakeholders/networking

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Policy influencing/advocacy

Co-sponsors

Co-sponsor: 

France Nature Environnement [France]

Proposed actions: 

Policy influencing/advocacy

Scope

Please specify to which area of the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024 this motion is related: 
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Equitable Governance of Natural Resources

Indicate the geographic scope of the implementation of this motion: 

Global

Keywords

Region: 

- Global

Nature and biodiversity: 

- Marine & Coastal

- Invertebrates

- Reptiles

Sustainable Development Goals: 

- Goal 9 - industry, innovation and infrastructure

- Goal 12 - responsible consumption and production

- Goal 14 - life below water

Threats and Drivers: 

- Climate change & severe weather

- Residential & commercial development

- Transportation & service corridors

Type of response / intervention: 

- Disaster risk reduction

- Natural resources management (land, water etc.)

- Urban planning

Congress themes: 

- Restoring ocean health (/programme/congress-themes/oceans)

- Leveraging economic and financial systems for sustainability (/programme/congress-themes/economic-

and-financial-systems)

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/oceans
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/economic-and-financial-systems
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Hosts

REGISTER (/REGISTER)  #IUCNcongress

 (https://twitter.com/IUCN)   (https://www.facebook.com/iucn.org/)
 (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv8WrhXI7D8q53qZxzS8ihQ )

Programme (/programme)

The Event (/event)

France (/france-marseille)

Newsroom (/newsroom)

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/register
https://twitter.com/IUCN
https://www.facebook.com/iucn.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv8WrhXI7D8q53qZxzS8ihQ
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/event
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/france-marseille
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/newsroom
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