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!Admin

!Background information

1. Does the proposed motion:

Correspond with the purpose of motions as defined in Rule 48bis: 

Yes

Propose an amendment to either the draft IUCN Programme 2021-2024: 

No

Address issues pertaining to the governance of IUCN?: 

No

2. Specify which IUCN constituents (Members or components of IUCN) or third parties
(Rule 54 (b) viii.) referred to in the operative paragraph(s) of this motion have:

Been consulted during the development of this motion: 

International Fund for Animal Welfare ( United States of America )

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/


Wildlife Conservation Society ( United States of America )

Zoological Society of London ( United Kingdom )

Collaborated in the development of the motion: 

Fondation Save Our Seas ( Switzerland )

Provide any additional information about consultations carried out/ collaboration with IUCN constituents in the

development of this motion, in particular if consultations had the purpose of identifying solutions that might

address the underlying issues. (Rule 54 (b) x.) : 

Drafted by The IUCN Shark Specialist Group (dulvy@sfu.ca; colin.simpfendorfer@jcu.edu.au)

3. Before submitting this motion, have you searched the IUCN Resolutions and
Recommendations Platform to ensure that this motion does not repeat previously
adopted Resolutions or Recommendations?: 
Yes

Please specify, what is new, over and above previously adopted Resolutions and Recommendations and state

which Resolutions / Recommendations: 

This motion is for species not currently covered elsewhere

4. Please indicate whether the proposed motion has been discussed in one of the
Regional Conservation Fora held in 2019 or - where applicable - in a meeting of the
National Committee(s) of the country(ies) concerned? (Regulation 66ter): 
No

5. Does the motion focus on local, national or regional issues?: 
No

6. Does the proposed motion concern issues arising in a State or States outside the
proponent's State/Region?: 
No

!Preamble

The preamble explains in a succinct way the rationale for the motion and substantiates the action(s) called for in

the operative part. : 

NOTING that Wedgefishes (Rhinidae), Giant Guitarfishes (Glaucostegidae), and Guitarfishes (Rhinobatidae) are

collectively known as Rhino Rays, based on their distinctive, pointy snouts;DEEPLY CONCERNED that the recent IUCN

Red List Assessment of Giant Guitarfishes and Wedgefishes determined that they are now the most threatened



marine fishes, with 15 of 16 species assessed as Critically Endangered; 

NOTING that Rhino Rays, like other elasmobranchs, exhibit relatively low reproductive rates which contribute to their

high risk of extinction, hinder population rebound potential, and warrant a particularly precautionary management

approach;

STRESSING that Rhino Rays are fished, essentially without limit, in much of the world’s warm, coastal waters,

particularly the Arabian Sea and adjacent waters, the Indo-Malay Archipelago, along the Indian coast, and off most of

Africa and South America;

AWARE that the fins of Rhino Rays are prized for shark fin soup, the meat is also valued and, the gelatinous filling in

their snouts is considered a delicacy;

RECOGNISING the recent inclusion of White-spotted Wedgefish (Rhynchobatus australiae), Giant Guitarfish

(Rhynchobatus djiddensis), and Smoothnose Wedgefish (Rhynchobatus laevis) in the Convention on Migratory

Species (CMS) Appendix II in 2017 and the recent submission of CMS Concerted Actions for the Rhino Rays;

WELCOMING the listing of White-spotted wedgefish, R. australiae and R. djiddensis in CITES Appendix II with the other

members of the family Rhinidae species as lookalikes and the Appendix II listing of blackchin guitarfish (Glaucostegus

cemiculus), and the sharpnose guitarfish (Glaucostegus granulatus) with other members of the family Glaucostegidae

as lookalike species in 2019;

!Operative paragraphs

The operative section of the motion specifies the position of Members and contains the action(s) that they are

agreeing to take.: 

1. REQUESTS the IUCN Shark Specialist Group, in consultation with stakeholders, to develop a global Conservation

Strategy for Rhino Rays.

2. URGES all range states, unless their fisheries have already been determined to be sustainable, to employ the

precautionary approach and introduce strict protections without delay for Critically Endangered and Endangered

Rhino Ray species, including prohibitions on retention, as well as measures to mitigate incidental mortality and

conserve critical habitats.

3. URGES all Rhino Ray range States, fishing and trading States, other entities, and relevant regional fisheries and

wildlife bodies to immediately ensure that exploitation is consistent with population recovery and sustainability,

including through the development of the Non-Detriment and Legal Acquisition Findings required by CITES. 

4. URGES all Rhino Ray range states to develop species-specific monitoring of catches and population trends, to



facilitate determination of population status and sustainable take, trade and specifically traceability.

5. URGES researchers to study (with minimal harm) Rhino Ray life history and ecological data to assist in the

development of population assessments and conservation actions.

6. URGES conservation organizations to prioritize projects aimed at Rhino Ray protection and population recovery.

7. URGES IUCN members to support the implementation of the EDGE Sharks projects on Rhino Rays.

!Proponents and co-sponsors

You are submitting this motion on behalf of:: 

Wildlife Conservation Society [United States of America]

Co-sponsors: 

Aquameridian Conservation & Education Foundation [China]

Coastal Oceans Research and Development - Indian Ocean (East Africa) [Kenya]

Fondation Save Our Seas [Switzerland]

International Fund for Animal Welfare [United States of America]

Paul G. Allen Family Foundation [United States of America]

SYLVIA EARLE ALLIANCE (DBA MISSION BLUE) [United States of America]

Synchronicity Earth [United Kingdom]

Wildlands Conservation Trust [South Africa]

Zoological Society of London [United Kingdom]

!Information required for the implementation of the motion

1. Provide:

a) An overview of the activities and estimated resources needed to implement the motion (these can be human or

other resources, but expressed in USD). Also include an estimation of the resources pledged (in USD), including by

the proponent, co-sponsors, or third parties.: 

Activity

Estimated financial resources

required (USD)

Estimated financial resources

pledged (USD)

Field activities 100000 100000

Scientific activities 2000000 100000

Education/ communication/ raising



Name: Luke

awareness 2000000 100000

Fundraising 2000000 100000

Policy influencing 500000 100000

Convening stakeholders/

networking
500000 100000

Capacity building 300000 100000

Other 0 100000

Total 7400000 800000

Rate here to which degree the resources required for the implementation of the motion have been estimated and

committed. During the online discussion of motions, proponents of motions will be able to update this

information and rating, while IUCN Members will be able to pledge or commit their contribution to the

implementation of a motion.: 

D: Motion can be implemented within the regular budget and resources available to the Member or component of

IUCN (Secretariat, Commission, etc.) which is called upon to implement the motion.

Comments on the estimated resources required and rating above, including the main actions and timeline, as well

as the strategy for mobilising additional resources in the case that they are not pledged.: 

Full details of pledged funds to be added, with a refined budget.

b) Description of the contributions which proponent and co-sponsors intend to make
towards the implementation of the motion: (Rule 54 (b) viii.)

2. Provide here the name of a focal point who would be in charge of reporting annually
on the follow-up and implementation of the motion if adopted:

!Proponent

IUCN Member: 

Wildlife Conservation Society [United States of America]

Proposed actions: 

Scientific/technical activities

Description: 

WCS will co-ordinate across all groups globally to deliver this motion, under the guidance of the IUCN Shark

Specialist Group.



Surname: Warwick

Institution: Wildlife Conservation Society

3. If the operative paragraph(s) of this motion is/are directly related to the mandate and work of one or more IUCN

Commission(s), has the Steering Committee of the relevant Commission(s) committed to oversee implementation

and assist in the gathering of data on the implementation of the Resolutions involved?: 

Yes

4. As required by WCC-2016-Res-001, please indicate when the motion automatically ceases to be effective and

will be moved to the Resolutions and Recommendations Archive. This can be either when a stated period has

elapsed or when an objective has been achieved.: 

10 year period minimum

!Scope

Please specify to which area of the draft IUCN Programme 2021-2024 this motion is related: 

Healthy Oceans

Indicate the geographic scope of the implementation of this motion: 

Global

!Keywords

Region: 

- Global

Nature and biodiversity: 

- Fishes

Sustainable Development Goals: 

- Goal 2 - zero hunger

- Goal 14 - life below water

Threats and Drivers: 

- Fisheries & harvesting aquatic resources

Type of response / intervention: 

- Capacity building



Hosts

- Education / Awareness raising

- Species management

Congress themes: 

- Restoring ocean health (/programme/congress-themes/oceans)

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/oceans
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Programme Programme (/programme)(/programme)

The Event The Event (/event)(/event)

France France (/france-marseille)(/france-marseille)

Newsroom Newsroom (/newsroom)(/newsroom)

I am a ...  (/i-am)

Why attend?  (/why-attend)

About  (/about)

Register (/register)
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