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Background information

1. Does the proposed motion:

Correspond with the purpose of motions as defined in Rule 48bis: 

Yes

Propose an amendment to either the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024: 

No

Address issues pertaining to the governance of IUCN?: 

No

2. Specify which IUCN constituents (Members or components of IUCN) or third parties
(Rule 54 (b) viii.) referred to in the operative paragraph(s) of this motion have:

Been consulted during the development of this motion: 

Environmental Law Program at the William S. Richardson School of Law ( United States of America )

IUCN Commission on Ecosystems Management (CEM)

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/
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Kamehameha Schools ( United States of America )

Collaborated in the development of the motion: 

Environmental Law Program at the William S. Richardson School of Law ( United States of America )

Provide any additional information about consultations carried out/ collaboration with IUCN constituents in the

development of this motion, in particular if consultations had the purpose of identifying solutions that might

address the underlying issues. (Rule 54 (b) x.) : 

Nothing further.

3. Before submitting this motion, have you searched the IUCN Resolutions and
Recommendations Platform to ensure that this motion does not repeat previously
adopted Resolutions or Recommendations?: 
Yes

Please specify, what is new, over and above previously adopted Resolutions and Recommendations and state

which Resolutions / Recommendations: 

This motion follows prior IUCN support for aquaculture as part of the solution to global food security, however it

further refines what kind of aquaculture is necessary and urges the development of pathways, information,

networks and exchanges around indigenous forms of aquaculture to develop restorative approaches to

aquaculture as a foundation for the development of sustainable food systems.

4. Please indicate whether the proposed motion has been discussed in one of the
Regional Conservation Fora held in 2019 or - where applicable - in a meeting of the
National Committee(s) of the country(ies) concerned? (Regulation 66ter): 
Yes

Please specify in which: 

North American and Oceania RCFs.

5. Does the motion focus on local, national or regional issues?: 
No

6. Does the proposed motion concern issues arising in a State or States outside the
proponent's State/Region?: 
No

Preamble

The preamble explains in a succinct way the rationale for the motion and substantiates the action(s) called for in

the operative part. : 
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RECALLS that past IUCN Resolutions, 1.018 Aquaculture (Montreal, 1996) promotes aquaculture as a solution to

global food security, and supports the integration of traditional forms of aquaculture into local fishing methods of

coastal communities; 

CONCERNED that industrial aquaculture as currently practiced is o�en unsustainable, resulting in negative impacts

to local subsistence and livelihoods, indigenous food systems and the natural environment; 

RECOGNIZING that indigenous communities have practiced sustainable aquaculture for generations;  

AWARE of the need to involve indigenous knowledge and traditional aquaculture practices to reconcile the

sustainable management of coastal fishing resources, food safety and access to the market, by enhancing

aquaculture management strategies to adapt with traditional knowledge of the ecosystem; 

RECOGNIZING the Native Hawaiian loko i'a approach of cultivating lower trophic level herbivorous fish, to conserve

and maintain a balanced marine food chain, sustained a population estimated to be upwards of a million people,

and limited marine bycatch; 

RECOGNIZING the need to facilitate dialogue between indigenous peoples and the WIPO, in order to facilitate and

ensure respect for intellectual property rights as well as the sharing of benefits associated with traditional

knowledge as framed by the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-sharing;  

RECALLING IUCN's a�irmation of the UNDRIP; 

ALSO RECALLING that past IUCN Resolutions, 6.065 Community Based Natural Resource Management in the State

of Hawai'i (Hawai'i, 2016) supported indigenous principles to benefit the environment and the partnership

between wildlife and communities; 

RECALLING that past IUCN Resolutions, 5.169 Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries (Jeju, 2012) recognized the benefit

ecosystem-based fisheries can have on the environment; WELCOMING technological advances that increase

accessibility to global information about indigenous peoples’ approaches;

Operative paragraphs

The operative section of the motion specifies the position of Members and contains the action(s) that they are

agreeing to take.: 

1. REQUESTS the IUCN Secretariat initiate pathways to support global indigenous e�orts and exchanges to develop

restorative approaches to aquaculture as a foundation for the development of sustainable food systems and

abundance;  

2. REQUESTS the IUCN Commission on Ecosystem Management create GINA, a global database of indigenous

aquaculture practices;  

3. ENCOURAGES IUCN Indigenous Peoples’ Organizations and partners to: 

a) develop best practices and implement sustainable aquaculture; and  

b) document and share experiences, including both successes and failures, and lessons learned, and build a

collection of indigenous aquaculture practices; and 
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4. URGES IUCN Member States to encourage and support private and public aquaculture facilities to that

implement best practices. 

Proponents and co-sponsors

You are submitting this motion on behalf of:: 

Kua`aina Ulu `Auamo [United States of America]

Co-sponsors: 

Agencia para el Desarrollo de la Mosquitia [Honduras]

Edith Kanakaole Foundation [United States of America]

Environmental Law Program at the William S. Richardson School of Law [United States of America]

Kamehameha Schools [United States of America]

North Australian Indigenous Land and Sea Management Alliance Limited [Australia]

Small Fishers Federation [Sri Lanka]

Explanatory memorandum

Explanatory memorandum (optional): 

Food security has become a global issue. Aquaculture can substantially increase local food supply, but in some

areas, aquaculture is practiced in an unsustainable manner causing harm to local ecosystems and fishing

communities. In some areas where food security needs are most acute, traditional practices can have a positive

impact, while mitigating impacts on the environment. The ancient fishponds of Hawai‘i (Loko i‘a) are unique

aquaculture systems that existed throughout Hawai‘i, and continue to feed and connect communities around the

islands, providing the main source of protein for a population of a million people.  

 

The basic Loko i‘a method utilizes agricultural run o� to feed herbivorous fish in a walled o� coastal ecosystem. A

wall and gate, create a natural flow of seawater through the pond. The wall blocks o� marine predators allowing

the herbivorous fish to grow to larger sizes than nature permits. This method guarantees no by-catch of unwanted

endangered species found o� the coast of the Hawaiian Islands. This understanding of the ecosystem and balance

between cultivation and conservation promote a healthier ocean mitigating the damages of industrial fishing.  

 

Indigenous peoples and local communities’ lives are frequently closely tied to the environment and have a vital

role of in the conservation of wildlife and biodiversity. The IUCN recently a�irmed the United Nations Declaration

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) and indigenous peoples’ collective rights and responsibilities with



9/13/2019 Global Indigenous Network for Aquaculture (GINA) | IUCN World Conservation Congress 2020

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/motion-submission/global-indigenous-network-aquaculture-gina 5/9

respect to their territories, lands, water and resources, including within protected areas, and additional

prerogatives and responsibilities relevant to participating fully and e�ectively in protected area governance. The

Hawaiian approach to aquaculture is just one of many indigenous aquaculture practices that commercial

aquaculture industry can draw lessons on sustainable practices.  

Information required for the implementation of the motion

1. Provide:

a) An overview of the activities and estimated resources needed to implement the motion (these can be human

or other resources, but expressed in USD). Also include an estimation of the resources pledged (in USD),

including by the proponent, co-sponsors, or third parties.: 

Activity

Estimated financial resources

required (USD)

Estimated financial resources

pledged (USD)

Field activities 0.00 0.00

Scientific activities 0.00 0.00

Education/ communication/

raising awareness
0.00 0.00

Fundraising 0.00 0.00

Policy influencing 0.00 0.00

Convening stakeholders/

networking
0.00 0.00

Capacity building 0.00 0.00

Other 0.00 0.00

Total 0. 0.00

Rate here to which degree the resources required for the implementation of the motion have been estimated

and committed. During the online discussion of motions, proponents of motions will be able to update this

information and rating, while IUCN Members will be able to pledge or commit their contribution to the

implementation of a motion.: 

D: Motion can be implemented within the regular budget and resources available to the Member or component of

IUCN (Secretariat, Commission, etc.) which is called upon to implement the motion.

b) Description of the contributions which proponent and co-sponsors intend to make
towards the implementation of the motion: (Rule 54 (b) viii.)

Proponent
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Name: Kevin

Surname: Chang

Institution: Kua'aina Ulu Auamo (KUA)

2. Provide here the name of a focal point who would be in charge of reporting annually
on the follow-up and implementation of the motion if adopted:

3. If the operative paragraph(s) of this motion is/are directly related to the mandate and work of one or more

IUCN Commission(s), has the Steering Committee of the relevant Commission(s) committed to oversee

implementation and assist in the gathering of data on the implementation of the Resolutions involved?: 

Yes

Specify which Commission(s): 

IUCN Member: 

Kua`aina Ulu `Auamo [United States of America]

Proposed actions: 

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Co-sponsors

Co-sponsor: 

Edith Kanakaole Foundation [United States of America]

Proposed actions: 

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Co-sponsor: 

Small Fishers Federation [Sri Lanka]

Proposed actions: 

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Co-sponsor: 

Environmental Law Program at the William S. Richardson School of Law [United States of America]

Proposed actions: 

Education/Communication/Raising awareness
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Commission on Ecosystem Management (CEM)

4. As required by WCC-2016-Res-001, please indicate when the motion automatically ceases to be e�ective and

will be moved to the Resolutions and Recommendations Archive. This can be either when a stated period has

elapsed or when an objective has been achieved.: 

This motion should continue to support sustainable aquaculture informed by indigenous practices as they evolve

over time.

Scope

Please specify to which area of the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024 this motion is related: 

Healthy Oceans

Indicate the geographic scope of the implementation of this motion: 

Global

Keywords

Region: 

- Global

Nature and biodiversity: 

- Islands

- Marine & Coastal

- Fishes

Sustainable Development Goals: 

- Goal 11 - sustainable cities and communities

- Goal 12 - responsible consumption and production

- Goal 14 - life below water

Threats and Drivers: 

- Aquaculture

- Fisheries & harvesting aquatic resources

- Natural system modifications

Type of response / intervention: 

- Capacity building
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Hosts

- Community participation / Community engagement

- Ecosystems management

Congress themes: 

- Restoring ocean health (/programme/congress-themes/oceans)

- Upholding rights, ensuring e�ective and equitable governance (/programme/congress-themes/rights-

and-governance)

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/oceans
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/rights-and-governance
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