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Background information

1. Does the proposed motion:

Correspond with the purpose of motions as defined in Rule 48bis: 

Yes

Propose an amendment to either the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024: 

No

Address issues pertaining to the governance of IUCN?: 

No

2. Specify which IUCN constituents (Members or components of IUCN) or third parties
(Rule 54 (b) viii.) referred to in the operative paragraph(s) of this motion have:

Been consulted during the development of this motion: 

IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC)

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/
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Collaborated in the development of the motion: 

Calgary Zoological Society ( Canada )

Marwell Wildlife ( United Kingdom )

PROVITA ( Venezuela )

World Association of Zoos and Aquariums ( Spain )

Zoological Society of London ( United Kingdom )

Provide any additional information about consultations carried out/ collaboration with IUCN constituents in the

development of this motion, in particular if consultations had the purpose of identifying solutions that might

address the underlying issues. (Rule 54 (b) x.) : 

Development of this motion involved an excellent exchange with an IUCN Red List Authority who gave insights into

pending revisions of Red List Guidelines regarding the designation of species as 'extinct' or 'extinct in the wild'

based on recently published modelling approaches. This information helped to refine and better position the

motion to capture the outstanding issues that still need to be addressed.

3. Before submitting this motion, have you searched the IUCN Resolutions and
Recommendations Platform to ensure that this motion does not repeat previously
adopted Resolutions or Recommendations?: 
Yes

Please specify, what is new, over and above previously adopted Resolutions and Recommendations and state

which Resolutions / Recommendations: 

Our proposed motion is relatively novel in that it addresses a key topic that previous resolutions and

recommendations have not thoroughly focused on.

4. Please indicate whether the proposed motion has been discussed in one of the
Regional Conservation Fora held in 2019 or - where applicable - in a meeting of the
National Committee(s) of the country(ies) concerned? (Regulation 66ter): 
No

5. Does the motion focus on local, national or regional issues?: 
No

6. Does the proposed motion concern issues arising in a State or States outside the
proponent's State/Region?: 
Yes

Please ensure that the motion is co-sponsored by at least one IUCN Member, eligible to vote, from the Region

with which the motion is concerned. (Rule 49bis): 

Canada
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Preamble

The preamble explains in a succinct way the rationale for the motion and substantiates the action(s) called for in

the operative part. : 

RECALLING Aichi Biodiversity Target 12 of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), that ‘By 2020, the extinction

of known threatened species has been prevented and their conservation status, particularly of those most in

decline, has been improved and sustained’; 

RECALLING Sustainable Development Goal 14 to ‘conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas, and marine

resources for sustainable development’, and Sustainable Development Goal 15 to ‘protect, restore, and promote

sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and half and reverse

land degradation and halt biodiversity loss’; 

NOTING the United Nations General Assembly declared 2021 – 2030 the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration; 

RECOGNIZING that the IUCN Red List (ver 2019.2) has 873 species listed as ‘Extinct’, 6127 Species listed as Critically

Endangered, and only 73 Species listed as ‘Extinct In the Wild’ despite extensive collections of ex situ populations

for highly imperiled species of animal, plants, and fungi globally; 

ACKNOWLEDGING the vital role of the world’s zoological institutions and botanical gardens in providing valuable

care for these Extinct in the Wild species; 

RECOGNIZING that some species previously listed as ‘Extinct in the Wild’ have been downlisted on the IUCN Red List

thanks to e�ectively integrated and implemented reintroduction programmes; 

RECOGNIZING that Red List Status is important in prioritizing conservation strategies and actions; 

CONCERNED that numerous species listed as ‘Critically Endangered’ and o�en noted as ‘Possibly Extinct’, may in

fact be ‘Extinct in the Wild’, and concerned that the lack of such classification may preclude focused attention on

such species before ex-situ populations dwindle or become unsuitable for reintroduction into the wild. 

Operative paragraphs

The operative section of the motion specifies the position of Members and contains the action(s) that they are

agreeing to take.: 

1. REQUESTS the IUCN’s Species Survival Commission to continue valuable e�orts to assess species that might

warrant listing as ‘Extinct in the Wild’ according to the 'Guidelines for Using the IUCN Red List Categories and

Criteria', and to recognize the role of populations outside historic range resulting from assisted colonization as

defined by the 'Guidelines for Reintroductions and Other Conservation Translocations' in these assessments; 

2. ENCOURAGES IUCN Members, in particular Government Agencies and NGOs, and the Commissions to develop

collaborative and ambitious strategies, action plans, and targets to initiate the responsible re-establishment of

“Extinct in the Wild” species in the wild by 2030, with significant demonstrable progress by 2024, as a significant



9/13/2019 Improving Process and Action to Identify and Recover ‘Extinct in the Wild’ Species | IUCN World Conservation Congress 2020

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/motion-submission/improving-process-and-action-identify-and-recover-extinct-wild-species 4/10

contribution towards achieving a post-2020 strategy for biodiversity; 

3. URGES that conservation translocation e�orts of Extinct in the Wild species be conducted in strict accordance

with the 'IUCN Guidelines for Reintroductions and Other Conservation Translocations'; 

4. URGES zoological and botanical gardens, Government Agencies and other relevant institutions serving as

custodians for Extinct in the Wild Species to lead public awareness of their plight, to help develop collaborative

conservation translocation strategies, and to contribute individuals for releases while minimizing generations spent

by species in their institutions prior to translocation.

Proponents and co-sponsors

You are submitting this motion on behalf of:: 

Calgary Zoological Society [Canada]

Co-sponsors: 

Canadian Wildlife Federation [Canada]

Marwell Wildlife [United Kingdom]

PROVITA [Venezuela]

World Association of Zoos and Aquariums [Spain]

Zoological Society of London [United Kingdom]

Explanatory memorandum

Explanatory memorandum (optional): 

For clarification, please note that the current definition according to the IUCN Red List (2012) for 'Extinct in the Wild'

reads as follows: 

‘A taxon is Extinct in the Wild when it is known only to survive in cultivation, in captivity or as a naturalized

population (or populations) well outside the past range. A taxon is presumed Extinct in the Wild when exhaustive

surveys in known and/or expected habitat, at appropriate times (diurnal, seasonal, annual), throughout its historic

range have failed to record an individual. Surveys should be over a time frame appropriate to the taxon’s life cycle

and life form. ‘ 

 

Please also realize that the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species Strategic Plan 2017-2020 aims among others for

‘Result 3. Selected species groups are periodically reassessed to allow the IUCN Red List Index to be widely used as

an e�ective biodiversity indicator’, and for ‘Result 7. The IUCN Red List is used e�ectively to inform policy and

action’. 
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Finally please note that we would see a significant role for communication, particularly in terms of conveying

successes of past 'Extinct In the Wild' species recoveries. This is the ultimate example that conservation can work,

sometimes against all odds.  

 

Information required for the implementation of the motion

1. Provide:

a) An overview of the activities and estimated resources needed to implement the motion (these can be human

or other resources, but expressed in USD). Also include an estimation of the resources pledged (in USD),

including by the proponent, co-sponsors, or third parties.: 

Activity

Estimated financial resources

required (USD)

Estimated financial resources

pledged (USD)

Field activities 0 0

Scientific activities 30000 30000

Education/ communication/

raising awareness
2000 2000

Fundraising 0 0

Policy influencing 0 0

Convening stakeholders/

networking
0 0

Capacity building 0 0

Other 0 0

Total 32000 32000

Rate here to which degree the resources required for the implementation of the motion have been estimated

and committed. During the online discussion of motions, proponents of motions will be able to update this

information and rating, while IUCN Members will be able to pledge or commit their contribution to the

implementation of a motion.: 

D: Motion can be implemented within the regular budget and resources available to the Member or component of

IUCN (Secretariat, Commission, etc.) which is called upon to implement the motion.

Comments on the estimated resources required and rating above, including the main actions and timeline, as

well as the strategy for mobilising additional resources in the case that they are not pledged.: 
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A significant team, represented in part by the motion co-sponsors, joined together as a Task Force for 'Extinct In the

Wild Recovery' under the remit of the IUCN SSC Conservation Translocation Specialist Group in November 2018; the

motion submission is made on behalf of this team by the Chair of the IUCN SSC CTSG. This e�ort is conceptually

instigated and supported through the Species Survival Commission. Budget estimates in terms of needs and

associated pledges currently represent a minimum, as developments called for in the motion may unleash

opportunities for greater actions, associated with greater costs, and also associated with greater fund-pledge

potential.

b) Description of the contributions which proponent and co-sponsors intend to make
towards the implementation of the motion: (Rule 54 (b) viii.)

Proponent

IUCN Member: 

Calgary Zoological Society [Canada]

Proposed actions: 

Scientific/technical activities

Description: 

Contribution towards 'Extinct In the Wild Task Force' planning, stakeholder engagement, and action plans.

Resources contributed include associated human resources, travel, and equipment as needed.

Co-sponsors

Co-sponsor: 

Zoological Society of London [United Kingdom]

Proposed actions: 

Scientific/technical activities

Description: 

Contribution towards 'Extinct In the Wild Task Force' planning, stakeholder engagement, and action plans.

Resources contributed include associated human resources, travel, and equipment as needed.

Co-sponsor: 

PROVITA [Venezuela]

Proposed actions: 

Scientific/technical activities
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Name: Axel

Surname: Moehrenschlager

Institution: Centre for Conservation Research, Calgary Zoological Society

2. Provide here the name of a focal point who would be in charge of reporting annually
on the follow-up and implementation of the motion if adopted:

3. If the operative paragraph(s) of this motion is/are directly related to the mandate and work of one or more

IUCN Commission(s), has the Steering Committee of the relevant Commission(s) committed to oversee

implementation and assist in the gathering of data on the implementation of the Resolutions involved?: 

Description: 

Contribution towards 'Extinct In the Wild Task Force' planning, stakeholder engagement, and action plans.

Resources contributed include associated human resources, travel, and equipment as needed.

Co-sponsor: 

Marwell Wildlife [United Kingdom]

Proposed actions: 

Scientific/technical activities

Description: 

Contribution towards 'Extinct In the Wild Task Force' planning, stakeholder engagement, and action plans.

Resources contributed include associated human resources, travel, and equipment as needed.

Co-sponsor: 

World Association of Zoos and Aquariums [Spain]

Proposed actions: 

Scientific/technical activities

Description: 

Contribution towards 'Extinct In the Wild Task Force' planning, stakeholder engagement, and action plans.

Resources contributed include associated human resources, travel, and equipment as needed.

Co-sponsor: 

Canadian Wildlife Federation [Canada]

Proposed actions: 

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Description: 

Through connections within Canada, and IUCN connections beyond Canada, help to share the plight, need,

hope, and recovery stories of species that were on the very brink of extinction.
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Not applicable

4. As required by WCC-2016-Res-001, please indicate when the motion automatically ceases to be e�ective and

will be moved to the Resolutions and Recommendations Archive. This can be either when a stated period has

elapsed or when an objective has been achieved.: 

The motion calls for strategies, action plans, and targets spanning to 2030. As such, it should remain e�ective until

Dec. 31, 2030.

Scope

Please specify to which area of the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024 this motion is related: 

Healthy Lands and Waters

Indicate the geographic scope of the implementation of this motion: 

Global

Keywords

Region: 

- Global

Nature and biodiversity: 

- Plants

- Invertebrates

- Mammals

Sustainable Development Goals: 

- Goal 14 - life below water

- Goal 15 - life on land

Threats and Drivers: 

- Climate change & severe weather

- Human intrusions & disturbance

- Invasive species

Type of response / intervention: 

- Ecosystems management

- Restoration (forest, land, habitats etc.)
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Hosts

- Species management

Congress themes: 

- Managing landscapes for nature and people (/programme/congress-themes/landscapes)

- Restoring ocean health (/programme/congress-themes/oceans)

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/landscapes
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/oceans


9/13/2019 Improving Process and Action to Identify and Recover ‘Extinct in the Wild’ Species | IUCN World Conservation Congress 2020

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/motion-submission/improving-process-and-action-identify-and-recover-extinct-wild-species 10/10

 (https://www.facebook.com/iucn.org/)   (https://twitter.com/IUCN)  
 (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv8WrhXI7D8q53qZxzS8ihQ )

#IUCNcongress

REGISTER (/REGISTER)  #IUCNcongress

 (https://twitter.com/IUCN)   (https://www.facebook.com/iucn.org/)
 (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv8WrhXI7D8q53qZxzS8ihQ )

Programme (/programme)

The Event (/event)

France (/france-marseille)

Newsroom (/newsroom)

I am a ...  (/i-am)

Why attend?  (/why-attend)

About  (/about)

Register (/register)

Privacy policy (https://www.iucn.org/privacy_policy_en) 

Terms & conditions (https://www.iucncongress2020.org/node/39852)

© IUCN 2019. All rights reserved

https://www.facebook.com/iucn.org/
https://twitter.com/IUCN
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv8WrhXI7D8q53qZxzS8ihQ
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/register
https://twitter.com/IUCN
https://www.facebook.com/iucn.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv8WrhXI7D8q53qZxzS8ihQ
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/event
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/france-marseille
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/newsroom
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/i-am
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/why-attend
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/about
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/register
https://www.iucn.org/privacy_policy_en
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/node/39852

