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Background information

1. Does the proposed motion:

Correspond with the purpose of motions as defined in Rule 48bis: 

Yes

Propose an amendment to either the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024: 

Yes

Address issues pertaining to the governance of IUCN?: 

Yes

2. Specify which IUCN constituents (Members or components of IUCN) or third parties
(Rule 54 (b) viii.) referred to in the operative paragraph(s) of this motion have:

Been consulted during the development of this motion: 

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/
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Conservation International ( United States of America )

Fauna & Flora International ( United Kingdom )

Marine Conservation Biology Institute ( United States of America )

Natural Resources Defense Council ( United States of America )

SYLVIA EARLE ALLIANCE (DBA MISSION BLUE) ( United States of America )

Collaborated in the development of the motion: 

Conservation International ( United States of America )

Fauna & Flora International ( United Kingdom )

Marine Conservation Biology Institute ( United States of America )

Natural Resources Defense Council ( United States of America )

SYLVIA EARLE ALLIANCE (DBA MISSION BLUE) ( United States of America )

Provide any additional information about consultations carried out/ collaboration with IUCN constituents in the

development of this motion, in particular if consultations had the purpose of identifying solutions that might

address the underlying issues. (Rule 54 (b) x.) : 

In addition to the IUCN members noted above, this motion motion was dra�ed in consultation with the Coral Reefs

on the High Seas Coalition, a global alliance of partners that seeks to support the conservation of coral reefs on the

high seas. The coalition includes members from several institutions that are actively working to advance the

science and policy of high seas, including Aspen High Seas Initiative, Bernice P. Bishop Museum, University of

Hawaii, University of Hawaii at Boulder, Big Ocean, and others.

3. Before submitting this motion, have you searched the IUCN Resolutions and
Recommendations Platform to ensure that this motion does not repeat previously
adopted Resolutions or Recommendations?: 
Yes

Please specify, what is new, over and above previously adopted Resolutions and Recommendations and state

which Resolutions / Recommendations: 

While there has been a previous motion calling for increased collaboration to study and conserve coral reefs (WCC

2016 Rec 106), that motion focused exclusively on work conducted within the exclusive economic zones of coastal

states. While the terms “coral reef” and “high seas” are rarely combined in the same sentence, coral reefs can occur

in remote and deeper waters outside the jurisdiction of coastal states. In fact, coral reefs have been documented at

depths down to 150 meters in clear tropical waters of the high seas. Termed mesophotic coral ecosystems, these

reefs occur in the ocean’s “twilight zone”, which is deeper than what can be reached by SCUBA diving, but shallower

than what is typically explored with submersibles. As a result, these are some of the most under surveyed of all

ocean ecosystems, and because they are not protected by the laws of any country, they are among the most

vulnerable and potentially over exploited coral reefs on Earth.

4. Please indicate whether the proposed motion has been discussed in one of the
Regional Conservation Fora held in 2019 or - where applicable - in a meeting of the
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National Committee(s) of the country(ies) concerned? (Regulation 66ter): 
No

5. Does the motion focus on local, national or regional issues?: 
Yes

Please provide evidence that (1) the matter covered by the motion has been engaged at local, national and/or

regional instances and that the desired result has not been achieved, and (2) that the Members and relevant

Commission members as well as other stakeholders in the geographic area in question have been consulted.

(Rule 54 (a) v.): 

Tropical coral reefs are heralded as the rainforests of the sea due to their remarkably high levels of biodiversity.

Despite only covering 1% of the oceans by area, coral reefs harbor 25% of the total marine biodiversity. Their high

levels of biodiversity, coupled with a range of other ecosystem services and human benefits, have resulted in a long

history of coral reef science and conservation in the exclusive economic zones of many countries. While most

people assume that coral reefs only exist in shallow and nearshore waters, deeper extensions of tropical coral reefs,

known as mesophotic coral ecosystems , have been documented down to depths of 150 m in many remote

locations, including on the high seas. Global seamount inventories and the best available mapping data suggest

that there are several seafloor areas in areas beyond national jurisdiction that are suitable for mesophotic and

shallow-water coral reefs, with almost none of these having been explored. In fact, mesophotic coral ecosystems

are some of the most under surveyed of all ocean ecosystems, and because they may not be protected by the laws

of any country, they are among the most vulnerable and potentially overexploited reefs on Earth. Given the many

human benefits of coral reefs, as well as their vulnerability to impending climate change and other human impacts,

the scientific community has called for increased research and monitoring of coral reefs worldwide, particularly in

areas where they have not been previously studied. These calls have been documented in the proceedings of

numerous regional, international, national, and local conferences, including the 2016 Word Conservation Congress,

the 2016 International Coral Reef Symposium, the 2016 International Symposium for Deep-Sea Corals, and many

others. Despite of these repeated calls for action, coral reefs in areas beyond national jurisdiction are virtually

unexplored or studied. The recent proclamation of the United Nations of the years 2021-2030 as the Decade of

Ocean Science provides a real opportunity to strengthen e�orts to conduct scientific exploration and research of

coral reefs in areas beyond national jurisdiction, and gain the scientific knowledge needed to inform management

of these critical ocean ecosystems.

6. Does the proposed motion concern issues arising in a State or States outside the
proponent's State/Region?: 
Yes

Please ensure that the motion is co-sponsored by at least one IUCN Member, eligible to vote, from the Region

with which the motion is concerned. (Rule 49bis): 

United States of America
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Preamble

The preamble explains in a succinct way the rationale for the motion and substantiates the action(s) called for in

the operative part. : 

EMPHASIZING that coral reefs are among the most biologically diverse of all ecosystems that are home to around

25% of all known marine species, despite only occupying less than 1% of the world’s seafloor; 

 

UNDERLINING the great value of coral reef ecosystems as a result of the wide variety of ecosystem services they

supply, including providing a food source for millions of people; protecting coastlines from storms and erosion;

habitat for a myriad of ecologically, economically and recreationally important species; jobs and income to millions

of people from fishing, recreation, and tourism; and a source of new medicines. 

 

STRESSING the scientific community’s recognition of the need to strengthen research and monitoring of coral reefs

worldwide, particularly in areas where they have not been previously studied; 

 

NOTING that coral reefs located in areas beyond national jurisdiction have virtually been unexplored or studied.  

 

CONCERNED about rising threats to marine ecosystems in areas beyond national jurisdiction, including climate

change, ocean acidification, deoxygenation, overfishing, habitat disruption, and chemical, noise and plastic

pollution; 

 

RECOGNIZING that the United Nations has proclaimed a Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development

(2021-2030) to support e�orts to reverse the declines in ocean health and gather ocean stakeholders worldwide

behind a common framework that will ensure ocean science can support creating improved conditions for

sustainable development of the ocean.

Operative paragraphs

The operative section of the motion specifies the position of Members and contains the action(s) that they are

agreeing to take.: 

ASKS States, regional and international science organizations to strengthen regional cooperation on scientific

exploration and research of coral reef ecosystems in areas beyond national jurisdiction, and more specifically to: 

 

a. conduct scientific exploration using standardized methodological tools in order to determine the baseline status

of coral reef ecosystems in areas beyond national jurisdiction; 
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b. develop and strengthen international, regional and national initiatives to share research results and build

science capacity. 

 

c. encourage IUCN members to actively support and promote these activities. 

Proponents and co-sponsors

You are submitting this motion on behalf of:: 

Conservation International [United States of America]

Co-sponsors: 

Conservation International [United States of America]

Fauna & Flora International [United Kingdom]

Marine Conservation Biology Institute [United States of America]

Natural Resources Defense Council [United States of America]

SYLVIA EARLE ALLIANCE (DBA MISSION BLUE) [United States of America]

Information required for the implementation of the motion

1. Provide:

a) An overview of the activities and estimated resources needed to implement the motion (these can be human

or other resources, but expressed in USD). Also include an estimation of the resources pledged (in USD),

including by the proponent, co-sponsors, or third parties.: 

Activity

Estimated financial resources

required (USD)

Estimated financial resources

pledged (USD)

Field activities 25000000 1000000

Scientific activities 25000000 650000

Education/ communication/

raising awareness
5000000 180000

Fundraising 1000000 0

Policy influencing 5000000 180000
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Name: Daniel

Activity

Estimated financial resources

required (USD)

Estimated financial resources

pledged (USD)

Convening stakeholders/

networking
1000000 155000

Capacity building 1000000 0

Other 2000000 800000

Total 6500000 2965000

Rate here to which degree the resources required for the implementation of the motion have been estimated

and committed. During the online discussion of motions, proponents of motions will be able to update this

information and rating, while IUCN Members will be able to pledge or commit their contribution to the

implementation of a motion.: 

A: Motion submitted without any resources pledged or committed to fund or otherwise contribute to its

implementation.

b) Description of the contributions which proponent and co-sponsors intend to make
towards the implementation of the motion: (Rule 54 (b) viii.)

2. Provide here the name of a focal point who would be in charge of reporting annually
on the follow-up and implementation of the motion if adopted:

Proponent

IUCN Member: 

Conservation International [United States of America]

Proposed actions: 

Convene stakeholders/networking

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Field activities

Fundraising

Policy influencing/advocacy

Scientific/technical activities

Description: 

Conservation International is committed to coordinating this e�ort and provide support as funds are

secured for motion activities. Additional partner organizations will be engaged to coordinate motion

activities.
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Surname: Wagner

Institution: Conservation Interantional

3. If the operative paragraph(s) of this motion is/are directly related to the mandate and work of one or more

IUCN Commission(s), has the Steering Committee of the relevant Commission(s) committed to oversee

implementation and assist in the gathering of data on the implementation of the Resolutions involved?: 

Not applicable

4. As required by WCC-2016-Res-001, please indicate when the motion automatically ceases to be e�ective and

will be moved to the Resolutions and Recommendations Archive. This can be either when a stated period has

elapsed or when an objective has been achieved.: 

This motion would cease to be e�ective once its main objective is reached. Namely, once states, regional and

international science organizations strengthen their regional cooperation on scientific exploration and research of

coral reef ecosystems in areas beyond national jurisdiction, and more specifically once they conduct scientific

exploration to determine the baseline status of coral reef ecosystems in areas beyond national jurisdiction.

Scope

Please specify to which area of the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024 this motion is related: 

Healthy Oceans

Indicate the geographic scope of the implementation of this motion: 

Global

Keywords

Region: 

- Global

Nature and biodiversity: 

- Marine & Coastal

Sustainable Development Goals: 

- Goal 13 - climate action

- Goal 14 - life below water

- Goal 17 - partnerships for the goals

Threats and Drivers: 



9/13/2019 Increase scientific exploration and research of coral reef ecosystems in areas beyond national jurisdiction | IUCN World Conservation Congress 2020

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/motion-submission/increase-scientific-exploration-and-research-coral-reef-ecosystems-areas-beyond 8/9

Hosts

- Energy production & mining

- Fisheries & harvesting aquatic resources

- Human intrusions & disturbance

Type of response / intervention: 

- Capacity building

- Ecosystems management

- Natural resources management (land, water etc.)

Congress themes: 

- Restoring ocean health (/programme/congress-themes/oceans)

- Advancing knowledge, learning, innovation and technology (/programme/congress-themes/knowledge-

innovation-and-technology)

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/oceans
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/knowledge-innovation-and-technology
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