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Background information

1. Does the proposed motion:

Correspond with the purpose of motions as defined in Rule 48bis: 

Yes

Propose an amendment to either the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024: 

No

Address issues pertaining to the governance of IUCN?: 

No

2. Specify which IUCN constituents (Members or components of IUCN) or third parties
(Rule 54 (b) viii.) referred to in the operative paragraph(s) of this motion have:

Been consulted during the development of this motion: 

Fauna & Flora International ( United Kingdom )

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/
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Fundación MarViva ( Costa Rica )

IUCN Commission on Ecosystems Management (CEM)

IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC)

Marine Conservation Biology Institute ( United States of America )

Natural Resources Defense Council ( United States of America )

World Wide Fund for Nature - International ( Switzerland )

Collaborated in the development of the motion: 

Fauna & Flora International ( United Kingdom )

Fundación MarViva ( Costa Rica )

Marine Conservation Biology Institute ( United States of America )

Natural Resources Defense Council ( United States of America )

Synchronicity Earth ( United Kingdom )

World Wide Fund for Nature - International ( Switzerland )

Provide any additional information about consultations carried out/ collaboration with IUCN constituents in the

development of this motion, in particular if consultations had the purpose of identifying solutions that might

address the underlying issues. (Rule 54 (b) x.) : 

The consultation has taken place through collaborative workshops and meetings throughout 2018 and 2019

aligned to the meetings of the International Seabed Authority, the Intergovernmental Conference on an

international legally binding instrument under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the

conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction (General

Assembly resolution 72/249), the work of Fauna & Flora International who is developing a report on an assessment

of the risks and impacts of deepsea mining in consultation with acknowledged deep ocean scientists and experts,

including consultation with government and industry participating in these forums. Echo calls from Long Distance

Fleet Advisory Council to European Commission and Member States to stop funding, facilitating or promoting

development of deep-sea mining and deep-sea mining technology. Supports Governments of Fiji, Vanuatu and

Papua New Guinea & others.

3. Before submitting this motion, have you searched the IUCN Resolutions and
Recommendations Platform to ensure that this motion does not repeat previously
adopted Resolutions or Recommendations?: 
Yes

Please specify, what is new, over and above previously adopted Resolutions and Recommendations and state

which Resolutions / Recommendations: 

This Motion calls for a moratorium on deepsea mining, the processes developing standards and regulations for

deepsea mining, requests the development of science, management and governance frameworks to ensure the

protection of marine ecosystems. It calls for application of the precautionary principle, the polluter pays principle

and cessation of activities focusing on exploitation of marine mineral resources. It calls for prudent use of resources
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and the application of principles of a circular economy. The call for a moratorium reflects growing concerns among

deep ocean scientists, governments and communities relating to evidence pointing to the risks and impacts of

deep seabed mining to marine ecosystem health, function, resilience and biodiversity. Supports the call from

organisations and initiatives including the UN Ocean Ambassador, Fiji, Vanuatu, Papua New Guinea, The Deep Sea

Conservation Coalition, UK House of Commons Environment Audit Committee, EU Long Distance Fleet AC.

4. Please indicate whether the proposed motion has been discussed in one of the
Regional Conservation Fora held in 2019 or - where applicable - in a meeting of the
National Committee(s) of the country(ies) concerned? (Regulation 66ter): 
No

5. Does the motion focus on local, national or regional issues?: 
No

6. Does the proposed motion concern issues arising in a State or States outside the
proponent's State/Region?: 
No

Preamble

The preamble explains in a succinct way the rationale for the motion and substantiates the action(s) called for in

the operative part. : 

RECALLING that UNCLOS established the International Seabed Authority (ISA) to act on behalf of humankind as a

whole and charged it with ensuring the e�ective protection of the marine environment from harmful e�ects from

seabed mining activities in areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ); 

RECALLING Articles 136 and 145 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), Article 5 of the

Convention on Biological Diversity, and the commitments of States to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable

Development including Sustainable Development Goals 12 and 14; 

RECALLING WCC-2012-Res-079-EN urging all State members of the IUCN to facilitate the adoption of precautionary

and ecosystem approaches, including the precautionary principle, with respect to deep-sea mining: 

NOTING that the ISA has already approved 30 licenses for the exploration of seabed minerals in ABNJ, and is

working to adopt commercial mining regulations to enable applications from countries and companies for

commercial mining permits in the international seabed Area; 

NOTING the need to ensure su�icient scientific information on deep-sea biodiversity and ecosystems and an

appropriate and transparent institutional structure prior to adopting such regulations; 

NOTING the warning of the 2019 UN IPBES Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services that

up to a million species are threatened with extinction; 

RECOGNIZING advances in scientific knowledge since 2012 regarding deep-sea mining and concerns expressed by

scientists that biodiversity loss will be inevitable if deep-sea mining is permitted to occur, that this loss is likely to
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be permanent on human time-scales, and the consequences for ocean ecosystem function are unknown; 

CONSIDERING the unique, vulnerable character of deep ocean and seabed ecosystems, and their fundamental and

intrinsic value to life on Earth; 

NOTING that the societal need for deep-sea mining has not been demonstrated; 

NOTING commitments in SDG 12

Operative paragraphs

The operative section of the motion specifies the position of Members and contains the action(s) that they are

agreeing to take.: 

CALLS on all State members of IUCN individually and through relevant international fora to:  

1. Support and implement a moratorium on deep seabed mining; the issuing of exploitation and new exploration

contracts; and the adoption of seabed mining regulations for exploitation, including “exploitation” regulations by

the International Seabed Authority (ISA) unless or until:  

a.rigorous and transparent impact assessments have been conducted; the environmental, social, cultural and

economic risks of deep seabed mining are comprehensively understood; and the e�ective protection of the marine

environment can be ensured;  

b. the precautionary principle, ecosystem approach, and the polluter pays principle have been implemented;  

c. policies to ensure the responsible production and use of metals, such as the reduction of demand for primary

metals, a transformation to a resource e�icient circular economy, and responsible terrestrial mining practices have

been developed and implemented; and  

d. public consultation mechanisms have been incorporated into all decision-making processes related to deep-sea

mining ensuring e�ective engagement allowing for independent review, and, where relevant, that the free, prior,

informed consent of Indigenous Peoples is respected and consent from potentially a�ected communities is

achieved. 

2. Promote the reform of the ISA to ensure a transparent, accountable, inclusive, e�ective and environmentally

responsible decision making and regulation

Proponents and co-sponsors

You are submitting this motion on behalf of:: 

Fauna & Flora International [United Kingdom]

Co-sponsors: 

Fundación MarViva [Costa Rica]
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Marine Conservation Biology Institute [United States of America]

Natural Resources Defense Council [United States of America]

SYLVIA EARLE ALLIANCE (DBA MISSION BLUE) [United States of America]

Synchronicity Earth [United Kingdom]

Wildlands Conservation Trust [South Africa]

World Wide Fund for Nature - International [Switzerland]

Information required for the implementation of the motion

1. Provide:

a) An overview of the activities and estimated resources needed to implement the motion (these can be human

or other resources, but expressed in USD). Also include an estimation of the resources pledged (in USD),

including by the proponent, co-sponsors, or third parties.: 

Activity

Estimated financial resources

required (USD)

Estimated financial resources

pledged (USD)

Field activities

Scientific activities

Education/ communication/

raising awareness
100000 50000

Fundraising 100000 100000

Policy influencing 100000 50000

Convening stakeholders/

networking
100000 50000

Capacity building 100000 50000

Other

Total 500000 300000

Rate here to which degree the resources required for the implementation of the motion have been estimated

and committed. During the online discussion of motions, proponents of motions will be able to update this

information and rating, while IUCN Members will be able to pledge or commit their contribution to the

implementation of a motion.: 

D: Motion can be implemented within the regular budget and resources available to the Member or component of

IUCN (Secretariat, Commission, etc.) which is called upon to implement the motion.

Comments on the estimated resources required and rating above, including the main actions and timeline, as

well as the strategy for mobilising additional resources in the case that they are not pledged.: 
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Pledges and commitments made by co-sponsors an proponents are inclusive of planned and existing

commitments to raise awareness about deepsea mining, the associated risks and impacts to marine biodiversity

and ecosystem function, to address the lack of adequate decision making, standards and guidance, inadequate

governance, financial equity and lack of alignment to UNCLOS, to build capacity for, communicate about, develop

the scientific engagement and interface for improving the scientific evidence base to ensure protection of deepsea

ecosystems and ecological function

b) Description of the contributions which proponent and co-sponsors intend to make
towards the implementation of the motion: (Rule 54 (b) viii.)

Proponent

IUCN Member: 

Fauna & Flora International [United Kingdom]

Proposed actions: 

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Policy influencing/advocacy

Scientific/technical activities

Description: 

Compiling a report of Assessment of Risks and Impacts of Deep Seabed Mining, Engaged as Observer at the

International Seabed Authority, Member of the Deepsea Conservation Coalition

Co-sponsors

Co-sponsor: 

Marine Conservation Biology Institute [United States of America]

Proposed actions: 

Convening stakeholders/networking

Policy influencing/advocacy

Scientific/technical activities

Co-sponsor: 

Fundación MarViva [Costa Rica]

Proposed actions: 

Education/Communication/Raising awareness
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2. Provide here the name of a focal point who would be in charge of reporting annually
on the follow-up and implementation of the motion if adopted:

Policy influencing/advocacy

Co-sponsor: 

Natural Resources Defense Council [United States of America]

Proposed actions: 

Capacity building

Convening stakeholders/networking

Other

Co-sponsor: 

Synchronicity Earth [United Kingdom]

Proposed actions: 

Convening stakeholders/networking

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Fundraising

Co-sponsor: 

World Wide Fund for Nature - International [Switzerland]

Proposed actions: 

Convening stakeholders/networking

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Fundraising

Other

Co-sponsor: 

SYLVIA EARLE ALLIANCE (DBA MISSION BLUE) [United States of America]

Proposed actions: 

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Policy influencing/advocacy

Co-sponsor: 

Wildlands Conservation Trust [South Africa]

Proposed actions: 

Capacity building

Convening stakeholders/networking

Education/Communication/Raising awareness

Policy influencing/advocacy
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Name: Pippa

Surname: Howard

Institution: Fauna & Flora International

3. If the operative paragraph(s) of this motion is/are directly related to the mandate and work of one or more

IUCN Commission(s), has the Steering Committee of the relevant Commission(s) committed to oversee

implementation and assist in the gathering of data on the implementation of the Resolutions involved?: 

Not applicable

4. As required by WCC-2016-Res-001, please indicate when the motion automatically ceases to be e�ective and

will be moved to the Resolutions and Recommendations Archive. This can be either when a stated period has

elapsed or when an objective has been achieved.: 

when the objective has been achieved

Scope

Please specify to which area of the dra� IUCN Programme 2021-2024 this motion is related: 

Healthy Oceans

Indicate the geographic scope of the implementation of this motion: 

Global

Keywords

Region: 

- Global

Nature and biodiversity: 

- Islands

- Marine & Coastal

- Fishes

Sustainable Development Goals: 

- Goal 12 - responsible consumption and production

- Goal 14 - life below water

- Goal 16 - peace, justice and strong institutions

Threats and Drivers: 
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Hosts

- Energy production & mining

- Human intrusions & disturbance

- Natural system modifications

Type of response / intervention: 

- Ecosystems management

- Institution building / reform

- Natural resources management (land, water etc.)

Congress themes: 

- Restoring ocean health (/programme/congress-themes/oceans)

- Upholding rights, ensuring e�ective and equitable governance (/programme/congress-themes/rights-

and-governance)

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/oceans
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/congress-themes/rights-and-governance
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